A rafat holds talks 
;-r JftiSudan leader 

- ■ 1 ARTOUM (AP) — Pales ti- 
. 7 ~'- :-~rm |e*ier Yasser Arafat Tues- 

y. ]beld talks with Sudanese 
‘ ‘ . ' .- ^f Omar Hassan A1 Bashir on 

■ j ilj-j U.S.-sponsored Middle East 

- ' i ‘ process. Mr. Arafat, who 
■ :.>snt into meeting with 

■’■»tenant-<3eneral Bashir itn- 

- •_ _!* ; «iuiteiy after his arrival in 

■ Tjatoom, said he briefed the 

- - - ' -danese leader on the latest 

. vdopments m the Middle East 

- .-.[I ‘-abe talks currently under way 

-T."' Washington. He also said they 

• .■■■ dossed ways to support the 

• ■* fr-jear uprising in the Israeli- 
' -V ^qjied territories. 

‘ ' ‘ ‘ P. • • 

^ jhisian political 

freed 

•--.I^INIS (R) — Bechir Essid, a 
msum political activist jailed 
: - ce_1990, has been pardoned by 
: : : jsdeiit Zine AI Abidme Ben 
: lawyers said Tuesday. Mr. 

ad. chief of a small Arab 
jonalist group, was sentenced 
- ".-five years’ jail after being 
reicted of having set up. an 
. .-gal group and offending the 
.;id.oF state. 

; >oijmans named 
titch foreign 
ibteter 

. E HAGUE (R) — Pieter 
-Btjmans, a professor of law 
Ifofrner deputy foreign minis- 
. . was named Tuesday to suc- 
" i| "Dutch Foreign Minister 

• ns. ytla den Broek next year. 

. ‘.'-Y«n den Broek will resign 
. h isflfect from Jan. 2 after 10 

as Dutch European com- 
Kooijmans, 59. is 
aSfciof of the Christian Demo- 
which heads the cur- 
'i^wfeleft coalition govem- 
served as deputy fore- 
faster from 1973 to 1977 
'^per joined Leiden Universi- 
js^. professor of public law. 
tenitiy a United Nations rap- 
■ tam on torture, Mr. Kooij- 
'■ K*fe internationally recog- 
"-d as' a specialist in human 
■■ ~fc. ' 

! : r i *‘f" * 

^• c ’ £ V::Walti committee 
£ .^.-V'Vmissing dissolved 

.’WAIT (AP) — Parliament 

• • xi Tuesday to dissolve a gov- 

* -'jnent committee established 

etum Gulf war missing per- 
• s and prisoners of war (PoWs) 
-■dd in Iraq. The lawmakers 
.' ided to form a new committee 
i more representatives from 
■' -*te groups. “The government 
. ts full responsibility for the 
are of efforts to release the 
Vs,” Deputy Abdul Mohsen 
: id read from a report by a 
-dative committee. He said the 
liament committee reached 
t- conclusion after meeting 
: i the government committee, 
rate human rights groups and 
. -itives “who have lost all confi- 
ne" in the committee. Thirty- 
at of 41 deputies and ministers 
" 5 attended Tuesday’s weekly 
sion approved tire proposal for 
iew committee. The cabinet 
. the right to reject it. But Mr. 

" Td said it would. have to be 
^ S iroyed given the widespread 
^ 1 ..-tfatisfaction and the size of the 
£;!>>**•• jorily vote. Kuwait dairm that 
w still bolds 850 prisoners, 

:C ,r taken from their homes 

. ’iug the seven-month occupa- 
■ 3 Wf the emirate that ended 
5. 26, 1991. 


Israeli soldier found dead; 
1,200 Palestinians held 


vrecker may go 
this week 

• RUN (R) — . A defence 
J** for Erich Honecker said 
^sday that the former East 
frnan leader could be released 
this week because a new 
ffical report showed he was 
it to stand trial for manslaugh- 
■- Nicolas Becker told Ger- 
n J s Info radio station that the 
frt to Berlin trying Mr. Hon- 
. gahd three associates may 
next Thursday or Monday 
££*? the trial because the 
, P“totist is suffering from ter- 
“1 fiver cancer. “The report 
l'-. Honedser only has a 

L*?pectancy of between three 
. ' la* months,” Mr. Becker said 
— receiving a copy of the 
A Berlin justice minis- 
. • . spokesman confirmed that 
received the 
^cal-report on the 80-year-old 
Communist Party leader 
^uead of state Tuesday but' 
"^d to comment further. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Troops found the 
body of an Israeli soldier beside a 
road in the occupied West Bank 
on Tuesday, two days after an 
underground group kidnapped 
him in a futile bid to free its 
imprisoned leader. 

“Staff Sergeant Major Nissim 
Toledano of the border police 
was murdered by .... the Hamas 
organisation,” Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin told parliament 
after the body was identified. 

The Q ass am military wing of 
the Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) had threatened to kill 
Toledano last Sunday evening un- 
less Israel released Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, the Hamas 
founder who has been jailed for 
life. 

Mr. Rabin said the soldier, 
kidnapped earlier Sunday, had 
been killed in a Hamas campaign 
to halt the Israeii-Palestinian 
peace talks that began nearly 14 
months ago. 

Hamas is second in strength in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip to the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation, which has 
backed the Middle East peace 
talks. 

“We have but one way: It is 
split in two — the quest for peace, 
and the all-out war on terror,” 
Mr. Rabin said. “We have no 
intention of stopping the peace 
talks under way in Washington.” 

A former army chief, Mr. 


Rabin said authorities had round- 
ed up more than 1.200 Palesti- 
nians. Israel Radio said 700 were 
arrested in the West Bank and 
500 in Gaza, including many 
prominent Palestinians linked to 
Hamas. 

Qassam had already carried 
out two ambushes of Israeli jeeps 
this month, killing four soldiers. 
Toledano 's death raised the De- 
cember unrest toll to 11 Palesti- 
nians and six Israeli soldiers — - 
the most violent since peace talks 
began. 

The body of Toledano, 29, was 
found by a bedouin Arab woman 
Tuesday morning beside the road 
leading from Jerusalem to 
Jericho. 

Immediately after the official 
announcement, Israel Radio car- 
ried live coverage from the family 
home in Lod, a town of mixed 
Arab and Jewish population that 
has been tense since the kidnap- 
ping. 

By dusk, a few Jews were 
gathered across the road from an 
Arab neighbourhood in a cold 
rain, while police backed steel 
barriers to prevent any advance. 
At Toledano’s bouse, police kept 
a tight watch on hundreds of 
Jews, hauling off demonstrators 
demanding vengeance against 
Arabs. 

Toledano was the third soldier 
kidnapped and killed by Hamas 
in the five-year-old revolt against 
Israeli rule of the West Bank and 


Gaza Strip. Avi S as port as and 
Han Saadon died in 1989. 
Saadon's body has never been 
found. 

Mr. Rabin had said Mohday — 
24 hours after the deadline set by 
kidnappers for the release of 
Sheikh Yassin — he was willing 
to talk to the kidnappers if he 
received proof Toledano was 
alive. 

Sheikh Yassin, the wheelchair- 
bound. 57-year-old founder of 
Hamas, was jailed for life in 1991 
on charges of ordering the killing 
of alleged Palestinian collabor- 
ators with Israel. 

Israel had sealed off the entire 
occupied territories for an indefi- 
nite period during a manhunt and 
placed hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians under curfew. 

In Amman, Hamas spokesman 
Ibrahim Ghosheh said he had no 
knowledge of Toledano’s fate. "If 
it did happen, it is because they 
have rejected all our proposals. 
Instead of accepting the bargain 
we made yesterday, they started 
arresting our people in the occu- 
pied territories.” 

The arrests were the most 
sweeping in the occupied lands 
since the Palestinian uprising be- 
gan five years ago. Among those 
detained were Dr. Mahmoud 
Zahar and Dr. Abdul Aziz Ranti- 
si. believed to be leading figures 


Peace talks remain on track 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Arab and Israeli peace nego- 
tiators are snuggling grimly to 
keep their talks on track despite a 
wave of killing, violent protests 
and kidnapping at home. 

But a senior Israeli negotiator 
said Tuesday his country would 
not give the killers of an Israeli 
policeman thp satisfaction of 
walking out of peace talks with 
the Arabs. 

“Israel’s reaction." said 
Ambassador Zalman Shoval, “is 
an attitude of shock and abhorr- 
ence about this brutal act of 
murder.” But, he said, “We 
know the people who killed him 
(the policeman) also want to kill 
the peace process, and we’re not 
going to let them have this prize.” 

Mr. Shovai. Israel’s outgoing 
ambassador to the United States 
and a member of its delegation to 
the peace talks, spoke to repor- 
ters outside the State Department 
before entering a negotiating ses- 
sion with the Palestinians. 


Mr. Shoval said he was certain 
the Palestinian negotiators and 
the majority of those they repre- 
sent in the West Bank and Gaza 
do not identify with the extrem- 
ists who abducted and killed the 
soldier. 

“I think they understand that if 
this process fails, they will be the 
biggest losers,” Mr. Shoval said. 

On Monday, after a three-hour 
session with Israeli delegates, 
Haidar Abdul Shafi. the chief 
Palestinian negotiator, said, “to- 
day's session has been held in the 
shadow of the painful and tragic 
developments in the occupied ter- 
ritories.” 

Dr. Abdul Shafi said the un- 
precedented number of Palesti- 
nians wounded over the weekend 
by Israeli troops in the Gaza Strip 
“threw a shadow of grief and 
discontent on our deliberations 
today." 

Dozens of Palestinians were 
wounded in violent clashes after 
Israel sealed off the Gaza Strip to 


search for the assailants of three 
Israeli reserve soldiers ambushed 
there Dec. 7. 

Israel’s negotiators said the 
killings, as well as the kidnap- 
death of an Israeli policeman, 
had cast a pall over the negotiat- 
ing table. 

“Nevertheless, we feel that our 
common goal is to make progress 
because die only way to achieve 
peace is through negotiations,” 
said Israel's main negotiator with 
the Palestinians, Elyakim Rubin- 
stein. 

Heads of the Arab delegations 
to the peace talks held a meeting 
in Washington Tuesday to discuss 
the outcome of the eighth round 
of talks. 

The meeting aimed at coordi- 
nating Arab stands before enter- 
ing the last week of the eighth- 
round of the talks, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

Israel presented the Palesti- 


before entering a negotiating ses- wounded in violent clashes after . 

sion with the Palestinians. Israel sealed off the Gaza Strip to (Continued on page 5) 

U.S. -French convoy heads 
for Somalia’s ‘city of death 

Controversy rages over disarming gunmen 


BAIDOA (Agencies) — A 
heavily-armed convoy carrying 
670 U.S. Marines and French 
Foreign Legionnaires left Moga- 
dishu Tuesday towards this 
bandit-besieged town in the heart 
of Somalia's famine-belt. 

U.S. special envoy Robert 
Oakley indicated they would ar- 
rive Wednesday. 

Securing Baidoa, dubbed the 
‘city of death,' is considered a key 
move in the multinational, U.S.- 
led forces’s mission to ensure that 
food aid is protected from 
marauding gunmen. 

Mr. Oakley told dispirited aid 
workers in Baidoa that help was 
on its way and troops from Op- 
eration Restore Hope would ar- 
rive shortly to guard them. 

“Whatever criticisms we have 
had in the past, we’re all going to 
put Somalia back in its feet," Mr. 
Oakley told reporters after meet- 
ing Somali leaders and foreign 
relief workers on a visit to 
Baidoa. 

He declined to say exactly 
when U.S. Marines would move 
into the lawless streets of Baidoa 
but told reporters and Somalis to 
stay away from the airport and be 
careful after midnight (2100 
GMT) on Tuesday. “I would be 
very careful after midnight 
tonight... tomorrow morning 
there will be a lot of military and 
civilian events," he said. 

He would give no details of 
how long the U.S.-led multina- 
tional force would take to move 


on to other famine-hit inland 
towns such as Bardere, where 160 
people die each day. 

Despite calls from relief work- 
ers and Somalis for troops to 
disarm gunmen forcibly, Mr. 
Oakley said the operation did not 
want to “generate a backlash of 
guerrilla warfare” against the 
U.N. mandated force. 

“We’re going to co-operate 
with the Somalis to bring about a 
reduction of armaments and 
bring the threat of arms under 
■control. They have promised they 
are going to take the lead which is 
as it should be because it’s (heir 
country.” he added. 

“I am here to tell the Somali 
people to understand the U.S. 
military is just an instrument of 
peace to enable them to get the 
humanitarian aid they have been 
deprived of,” he said. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali insisted Monday thar 
American troops should disarm 
Somali warlords and bandit gangs 
and denied any rift with the Un- 
ited States over their mission. But 
U.S., U.N. and French views 
sharply diverged. 

While Dr. Ghali told a news 
conference that disarming the un- 
ruly factions was “a prerequisite” 
of the operation. White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
told reporters in Washington that 
disarmament has “never been a 
part of our mission, and that has- 
not changed.” 

U-N. officials said privately 


that unless gangs and factions are 
disarmed, it will not be possible 
to create a secure environment 
for future political reconciliation 
and economic reconstruction. 

If troops leave behind a coun- 
try bristling with guns, they say, 
Somalia will revert to anarchy 
and famine and lightly armed 
U.N. peacekeepers would not be 
able to maintain peace. 

Bush administration officials 
said their aim was to help deliver 
food to starving Somalis. They do 
not want U.S. troops bogged 
down in an open-ended operation 
to pacify the country and its 
trigger-happy teenage gunmen. 

Mr. Fitzwater said 17,000 U.S. 
troops will be engaged in Somalia 
by week's end. The U.S.-led 
force is expected to reach 40,000. 

Dr. Ghali said he did not know 
how long the troops would have 
to remain, but said it should be 
until the country is secure enough 
for U.N. peacekeepers to take 
over. 

The U.N. chief sought to play 
down his differences with U.S. 
leaders over the scope of the 
American role. He said the op- 
eration was just beginning, regu- 
lar consultations were underway 
and there might be differences of 
interpretation. 

“TTiere is a perfect cooperation 
between the United Nations and 
the (U.S.) unified command.” 
Dr. Ghali said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


of Hamas in Gaza. 

Sheikh Hamed Beitawi of 
Beita, a 60-year-old preacher at 
Jerusalem's AI Aqsa Mosque, 
was among 100 Hamas supporters 
arrested in the nonhem West 
Bank. 

Israel also detained a Reuter 
correspondent in the Gaza Strip, 
Taher Shriteh. who also works as 
a part-time reporter for the U.S. 
television network CBS. the New 
York Times, France's Le Monde 
and the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration. 

The New York-based group 
Human Rights Watch demanded 
Mr. Shriteh’s immediate release 
“unless there is compelling evi- 
dence that he has committed a 
recognisable criminal offence.” 

Soldiers and agents of the Shin 
Bet security service raided cities, 
villages and refugee camps 
throughout the occupied lands. 

In one incident in the West 
Bank town of Nablus, troops 
stormed an apartment building 
where Hamas activists where be- 
lieved to be staying, ordered all 
residents outside 2 nd then fired at 
the house and threw explosives* 
inside, Arab reports said. Two 
apartments were destroyed and 
'* two men arrested, the’ reports 
said. 

Former Foreign Minister 
David Levy said Mr. Rabin's 
six-month-old government had 
failed to deal with terrorism. 


Majali urges 
centrist unity 

By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — If political parties 
are to effectively organise and 
establish their platforms before 
the next general parliamentary 
elections, it would be advisable to 
delay the elections scheduled for 
next summer, the secretary 
general of The AI Ahd Party said , 
Tuesday. 

“It will take more than seven to 
eight months to effectively estab- 
lish the infrastructure of a popu- 
lar and functioning party,” said 
Abdul Hadi AI Majali during a 
news conference officially mark- 
ing the legalisation of the AI 
Ahd, one of the first five parties 
to win legal status in the King- 
dom. 

Calling on ail centrist parties to 
unite for the sake of election 
victory, Mr. Majali said: “The 
Islamists are united and the left is 
united and I call on the centre to 
unite.” 

In an unprecedented statement 
■by any party leader, Mr. Majali 
said he hoped the current Parlia- 
ment would not get a renewal of 
its mandate if the elections are 
delayed. 

“I would like to see the elec- 
tions delayed for organisational 
reasons but not if that means 
giving the current Parliament an 
extended mandate,” he Lold 
around 150 party members and 
journalists at the Philadelphia 
Hotel. 

In order to combat the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) and leftist 
coalitions — such as the Jorda- 

(Continued on page 5) 



Sidewalks In Amman suburbs were turned white with snow Tuesday 
(Photo by Yousef AI ’Allan) 


during Algiers curfew 


ALGIERS (R) — Security forces 
killed six Muslim fundamentalists 
and wounded one in an over- 
night gunbattle in the curfew- 
bound capita] of Algeria, Algiers' 
Radio said Tuesday. 

The brief report followed a 
night of heavy gunfire in the 
strongly-fundamentalist district 
of Badjarah, a southeastern sub- 
urb near Kouba where five 
policemen were ambushed and 
killed Monday and one was 
wounded. 

On Tuesday, just afrer the end 
of the 10.30 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
curfew, blood could be seen con- 
gealing on the road outside the 
main mosque. 

The radio said shooting started 
just after 12.30 a.m. and lasted 
through most of the curfew. 

During the morning, security 
forces were seen near Badjarah. 

A Reuter correspondent saw 
one vehicle, doors open and 
sirens screaming, packed with 
men clasping bayonet-mounted 
rifles, racing through the streets. 

The men were the so-called 
“Ninjas” — members of the 
tough units who operate clad in 
Balaclava -type headgear leaving 
only their eyes visible. 

“We are in the process of 
getting all the details together 
and drawing up a communique,” 
national security headquarters 
said. It would give no details. 

Residents said earlier they 
heard sustained gunfire during 
the curfew clamped on the capital 
and six nearby provinces in a bid 
to crush the fundamentalists. 

“There v/Hs a lot of blood on 


the road outside the mosque this 
morning," said one' resident. 
“There was a lot of shooting in 
the night and I thought I heard 
explosions like bombs." 

The overnight shooting was the 
heaviest reported during the cur- 
few since it was imposed on Dec. 
5. 

Other occasional bursts of gun- 
fire have appeared mainly to have 
been warning shots as patrols 
worked to root out fundamental- 
ists blamed for killing more than 
90 members of the security forces 
in the past 10 months. 

Killings have, however, con- 
tinued. Since the curfew, 10 
members of the security forces 
have been gunned down and at 
least 11 fundamentalists have 
been killed. 

One civilian has also died, shot 
because two of his sons were 
policemen. 

Ar least one policeman has 
voiced his fears that the curfew 
could backfire. 

“During the curfew, if the ter- 
rorists hear a vehicle coming they 
know it must be one of ours. It is 
easy for them to wait to open fire 
from the dark,” he told a Western 
diplomat this week. 

On Tuesday, local commenta- 
tors saw the Kouba killings, 
apparently carried out by five 
men, as a defiant answer to the 
Algerian leadership’s weekend 
statement of a "clear improve- 
ment in the anti-terrorist strug- 
gle.” 

Le Matin newspaper, com- 
menting on the Kouba killing, 
said: “A riposte will be coming.” 


Rain, 

snow 

lash 

Jordan 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Rain and snow 
swept Jordan Tuesday as a 
result of a very deep depress- 
ion centred over Cyprus 
accompanied by an airmass 
which is expected to affect 
Jordan and the eastern 
Mediterranean region until 
Thursday, the Department of 
Meteorology said. 

Only regions above 1,200 
metres, including western 
Amman, will continue to re- 
ceive hail and snow while the 
other parts of the Kingdom 
will receive more rain in the 
coming two days, a Depart- 
ment spokesman said. 

The gale-force winds esti- 
mated blowing at 90 
kilometres per hour swept the 
country Tuesday. 

The cold airmass moving 
eastwards was blowing from 
Eastern Europe via Turkey 
and Greece, causing a con- 
siderable drop in tempera- 
tures which will not rise above 
one degree Centigrade at 
night and seven during the 
day, the official noted. 

He said that more thunder, 
rain and hail and snow were 
expected to fall Wednesday 
on high mountains in tne 
north, central and southern 
regions. 

There is no way of predict- 
ing that 1993 will witness simi- 
lar winter conditions like the 
1992 season, when six snow- 
storms hit the Kingdom, the 
official said. But he noted that 
in the past winter gale force 
winds of 90 and more 
kilometres an hour were reg- 
istered. 

The continued rain fail he said 
was expected to form large 
streams in the wadis and low- 
lying regions while low clouds 
cause poor visibility, even in the 
badia regions. 

In Ajloun, one of the high 
regions receiving snow, a central 
operations room was set -up by 
the Gvil Defence Department to 
deal with any emergency. 

The Civil Defence Department 
in Amman issued a statement 
offering advice and guidance to 
the public about measures to be 
taken in the face of snow. It 
called on residents to keep food 
and water sufficient for at least 
five days, shovels to remove 
snow, sufficient amount of can- 
dles and a torch in case there was 
power failure, sufficient first aid 
materials and enough fuel for 
several days. The department 
said that the public should moni- 
tor directions issued by Civil De- 
fence teams and the Department 
of Meteorology by radio and 
keep away from low-lying areas. 

■ The Jordan Electricity Author- 
ity announced that measures 
were taken to deal with emergen- 
cy cases and possible power fai- 
lures. 


Riots throw Yemeni coalition government into disarray 


SANAA (R) — Yemeni Educa- 
tion Minister Mohammad Abdul- 
lah AI Jaifi has submitted his 
resignation in a further sign that 
last week's price riots have 
thrown the coalition government 
into disarray. 

Official sources said Mr. Jaifi, 
a member of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh's General Peo- 
ple’s Congress (GPC) party, 
handed his resignation to the 
president in protest at the econo- 
mic manmagemem behind the 
unrest. 

Twelve people were killed, 90 
injured and hundreds of shops 
destroyed or looted in the riots in 
the capital Sanaa and several 
other towns. 

Opposition sources said earlier 
that Mr. Saieh had rejected a 
resignation submirted by Prime 
Minister Haidar Abu Bakr AI 
Attas, a member of the junior 
coalition partner the Yemeni 
Socialist Panv (YSPj. 

The opposition sources said 


other members of the YSP were 
also strongly opposed to Mr. 
Attas's resignation offer. 

Mr. Atlas attended Monday a 
joint meeting of the presidential 
council and the cabinet Monday 
and discussed the riots. 

State television showed footage 
of the meeting, which was chaired 
by Mr. Saleh and attended by 
Vice-President Ali Salem AI 
Baidh, who opposition sources 
said had been in seclusion at 
home because of differences with 
the president. 

Sanaa Television said the meet- 
ing also discussed a report pre- 
pared by Mr. Attas on economic 
reforms to solve the problem of 
rising prices and improve living 
standards. 

Officials said Mr. Attas plan- 
ned to raise government salaries, 
freeze the prices of some essential 
foodstuffs and support the local 
currency, the rial, against the 
dollar. 

The television, indirectly refer- 



AB Abdullah Saleh 

ring to the differences within the 
ranks of government parties and 
the opposition, said the joint 
meeting also discussed means of 
“consecrating the national poli- 
tical will and consolidating under- 
standing and national reconcilia- 


tion to overcome the problems.” 

Yemen’s parliament held its 
first session on Monday after a 
one-month recession and formed 
a special committee to investigate 
the riots. 

The committee will start work 
soon after the cabinet stands be- 
fore parliament Tuesday to re- 
port on the riots, parliamentary 
sources said. 

The parliament urged the two 
ruling parties and all the opposi- 
tion parties, political organisa- 
tions and trade unions to sit 
together to discuss the situation 
in the country and achieve 
national reconciliation. 

The television said Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi had a 
telephone conversation with 
President Saleh to express sorrow 
over the recent acts of violence. 

It said President Saleh told 
Colonel Qadhafi that “all the 
conspiracies hatched by the ene- 
mies of unity and democracy are 
doomed to failure.” 
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J„N 09 Iraq feud over 
weapons inspections 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Iraq 
r.nd the United Nations are feud- 
ing on several weapons fronts 
with one Iraqi official threatening 
to cut off all data on Baghdad's 
chemical, biological, nuclear and 
ballistic armaments. 

While U.N. inspectors are fair- 
■y confident they have destroyed 
Iraq’s war machine, they are lack- 
ing documentation on how many 
chemical or ballistic missiles had 
been actually fired over the past. 
iO years and who the suppliers 
were. 


Without such data, the U.N. 
special commission in charge of 
destroying Iraq’s dangerous 
v:»apops will not certify that 
3aghdad has complied with post 
Gulf-war Security Council resolu- 
tions or recommend sanctions on 
oil exports be eased. 

Frustrated at the ongoing in- 
spections with no erid in sight, a 
senior Iraqi official threatened a 
chemical and biological 1 weapons 
inspection team with’ a complete 
cut-off of data. 

According to documents re- 
leased to the Security Council. 
Iraqi General Aqier Rashid in 
talks with U.N. inspector Johan. 
Santesson said the Iraqi people 
would like to "drink - the blood” 
of the inspectors because they 
hate them even more than the 
U.S. air force that bombed the 
country during the war. 


The commission will ’’“get no- 
thing. nothing more. U is finished, 
you can bomb us or occupy us, it 
doesn't matter,” Mr. Santesson 
quoted Gen. Rashid as saying on 
Dec. 9. Gen. Rashid is head of 
Iraq’s military industries commis- 
sion and- has served as the main 
negotiator with U.N. inspectors. 

According to the, papers, the 
general felt the commission did 
not give Iraq any credit for com- 
pliance to date and "nothing 
would ever change” no matter 


what Baghdad did. 

For his part. Mr. Santesson, 
who was leading the 47th U.N. 
inspection team, mainly on che- 
mical weapons, said: "I’m ex- 
tremely disappointed and ex- 
tremely dissatisfied with the out- 
come of the question-and-answer 
sessions.” 

"The Iraqi side refuses to ack- 
nowledge that it used chemical 
weapons... they try to wish the 
munitions away, and that is un- 
acceptable.” Mr. Santesson told 
reporters in Bahrain, where the 
United Nations maintains a base 
for its inspections operations. 

Security Council diplomats, 
however, said Monday they had 
not been asked by Rolf Eke us, 
head of the commission, to take 
any action and therefore were not 
certain of how serious the com- 
plaints were. 

"There isn’t about to be a great 
row about it," said one envoy. “It 
isn’t hot enough yet for us to be 
all on alert.” 

But Pierce Corden, a U.S. de- 
puty to Mr. Ekeus, described Mr. 
Santesson ’s encounter as “a se- 
rious deterioration” in Iraq's wil- 
lingness to fulfil its obligations. 

Other issues in dispute were: 

— Iraq’s refusal to allow U.N. 
helicopter surveillance flights 
over Baghdad, saying they are 
being used to "gather intelligence 
information and . . huntiate the 
Iraqi people" by flying over Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein's quarters. 
U.N. sources said inspectors 
wanted to fly over a suburb ’of 
Baghdad. 

— Nuclear weapons inspectors 
on Dec. 6 saw Iraqis carting off 
documents that were later re- 
turned. But the report said there 
was no way to verify that the 
returned papers were the same 
ones. Iraqi authorities also re- 
fused to allow inspectors to copy 
blueprints for pharmaceutical 
plants. 
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group assails 
ckdown in Egypt 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt's 
main human rights group said 
Monday that a crackdown-, on 
Muslim: militants wowW, .score 
temporaiy success*?-- but could 
never stop politicar»vieSdnce. 

"These security backdowns 
iead to temporary results. They 
achieve successes, but they are 
temporary ones.” Hassan 
Bahaeddine, chairman of the 
Egyptian Organisation of Human 
Rights (EOHR). told Reuters in 
an interview. 

He said the government was 
inciting an unprecedented wave 
of violence by Muslim militants 
with counterproductive policies. 

A security sweep by 12,000 
Egyptian security forces against 
suspected Muslim militants last 
week in the Cairo slum district of 
Imbaba would fuel more vio- 
lence, he added. 

“If we think that the security 
crackdowns, the massive sweep 
and arrests in Imbaba and Upper 
Egypt will solve the problem we 
will be kidding ourselves,” Mr. 
Bahaqddin said. 

Government forces have 
arrested more than 600 suspects 
in the^ security operation which 
began- in Imbaba last Tuesday. 

"Thp security forces cannot, 
keep tliose people in jail forever.. 
They {cannot liquidate them' 
either; One day, these people will 
come put of prison more violent 
because of torture.. .and the cycle 
of violence will be renewed. 

‘Th£re are now hundreds of 
militants in jails, but outside pris- 
ons hundreds of thousands are 
ready* to replace them,” Mr. 
Bahaeddin added. 

He isaid the besi 
would be for the state to revive 
the economy and revise its educa-- 
tion and media policies. 

“The government must elimin- 
ate the reasons which lead to the 
formation of violent groups, 
otherwise the extremist tide .will 
grow," he said. 


He said human rights in Egypt 
deteriorated in 1992 and violence 
.between militants and security 
forces increased. 

More than 72 people including 
one British tourist have been 
killed in the violence. In one 
incident last May, militants killed 
13 Christian Copts in Upper 
Egypt. 

Muslim extremists have 
threatened to attack foreign tour- 
ists and embassies in Cairo unless 
the government calls off the mas- 
sive crackdown on them, a police 
official said Monday. 

The threats were made in anti 
government leaflets distributed in 
southern Egypt, said the police 
official. Some of the leaflets were 
seized with an extremist leader 
arrested Sunday in Assiut, 320 
kilometres south of Cairo. 

The Islamic militants, who 
want to turn secular Egypt into an 
Iran-style theocracy by force, be- 
gan targeting foreign tourists last 
summer to embarrass the govern- 
ment internationally and weaken 
it by striking at its top foreign 
currrency earner. 

In response, the government 
launched the largest crackdown 
on Muslim extremists since one 
that followed the 1981 assassina- 
tion of President Anwar Sadat 
and an attempt to overthrow the 
government. Both were blamed 
on extremists. 

Some 14,000 policemen partici- 
pated in a security operation that 
began last Tuesday m Imbaba, a 
poor and overcrowded neigh- 
bourhood. 

At least 664 suspected extrem- 
s: were arrested, including 51 
-y. Security sources said ab- 
out 150 of them were subsequent- 
ly cleared and freed. 

The police official in Assiut 
said that an extremist cell leader, 
Al Wany Hassan Bekheet, fled' 
the dragnet in Imbaba and went 
to his home village near Assiut. 
where be was arrested Sunday. 
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‘HELP WITH FORCE’: Two American Marines remove a 
heavy machinegmi mounted on a “technical** pickup near Moga- 


dishu as pari of peace-keeping task led by U.S. soldiers in Som alia. 
(Right) Marines keep an alert watch for gunmen as Somafis unload 


of Mans in northern Mogadishu =(AFP 




40% of Israeli high school pupils hate Arabs — poll 


The Jerusalem Post 


ONLY A few hours after Knesset 
education committee chairman 
MK Avraham Burg retracted his 
charge that racism here could be 
compared to that in Germany, 
the Education Ministry released a 
four-year-old survey that showed 
40 per cent of high school pupils 
expressing hatred of Arabs. 

The survey, conducted for the 
ministry by the Israel Institute for 
Military Studies in the spring of 
1988. polled 5,400 pupils in 
grades 10-12. in all types of 
schools except those for haredim 
and minorities. 

It examined their attitudes to- 
wards the army and being 
-drafted, sources of influence and 
general values. 


The feeling of hatred .towards 
Arabs was one of the few areas in 
which there was an increase com- 
pared to previous years, accord- 
ing to the survey. 

The pupils were asked, “Do 
you hate Arabs?” Among secular 
pupils, 28 per cent in academic 
institutions answered “Yes. all," 
or “Yes, most.” 

Fifty per cent of respondents in 
vocational schools agreed, as did 
10 per cent in kibburizm and 25 
per cent in moshavim. 

Among state-religious pupils. 
50 per cent of pupils in academic 
schools, 75 per cent in vocational 
schools, 31 per cent in kibbutzim, 
and 53 per cent in moshavim. 
answered affirmatively to the 
question. 

In ofher areas, the studv 


showed a general high degree of 
patriotism and desire to remain in 
Israel, a positive attitude towards 
the IDF and motivation to serve 
in battle units, a wide spectrum of 
political views regarding the 
Palestinian problem, and a gener- 
al feeling of danger due to terror- 
ism and the possibility of war. 

Education Minister Shulamit 
Aloni said yesterday that in view 
of these figures, and the uproar 
over the survey commissioned by 
Mr. Burg, the ministry planned to 
hire an independent company to 
conduct an additional, more thor- 
ough survey, regarding attitudes 
towards foreigners and, in par- 
ticular. Arabs. 

In his statement yesterday, Mr. 
Burg was reacting to a radio 
interview in which Don Shadmon 


of Teleseker, who carried out the 
survey commissioned by the 
Knesset committee, criticised 
what he described as Burg’s mis- 
leading interpretation of the data. 

Shadmon said the survey 
actually showed most Israelis 
oppose* "transfer” and object to 
violent reactions against Arabs. 
The problem, Shadmon said, was 
not in the survey, which had been 
carried out scientifically, but in 
the interpretation. 

Mr. Burg replied that the fact 
that 60 per cent of those ques- 
tioned felt there was racism in 
Israel indicated this is a serious 
phenomenon in Israeli society. 
And while two-thirds of the pub- 
lic expressed loyalty to Israeli 
democracy, one had to be con- 
cerned that one-third did not. 


Property prices soar in Iraq as dinar tumbles 


BAGHDAD (R) — The failing 
dinar and the sharp rise in the 
cost of building materials under 
the U.N. embargo have pushed 
up house and land prices in Iraq. 

Those who still have .plenty of 
dinars are putting them into prop- 
erty quickly before they lose any 
more of their value. 


“It’s a logical idea," said Raad 
Abed of Al Sharq property 
agents in Baghdad's middle-class 
Mansour district. 


“You can’t lose if you buy a 
house, particularly in Baghdad. 
Only people from Baghdad are 
allowed to buy here, there’s a 
limited supply and it’s always a 
good investment.” 

A 600-square house with four 
bedrooms, sold for 320,000 dinars 


before the war. is now going for 
three million. 

One half the size, sold for 

160.000 before the war. fetched 

470.000 three months ago. 

Land which sold for 500 to 750 

dinars a square .metre before the 
war is now going for 2,000. 

Iraq has no index for inflation 
and it is almost impossible to 
make meaningful conversion into 
dollars. The dinar is officially 
worth $3.10 but changes hands on 
the black market at around 30 to 
the dollar. 

Estate agents interviewed in 
Mansour Monday said many of 
their customers were merchants. 

“Some people are making a lot 
of money under the embargo so 
they can afford to pay higher 
prices,” said property dealer 


Abdul Kader Ayash. 

“We don't ask where they get 
the money: that’s for the tax 
office to ask." said another agent, 
who gave his name as Abu Salah. 

He said he was also seeing 
some clients wanting to sell their 
homes and move into a smaller 
house to raise some money. 

The embargo has brought 
hardship rather than profit to 
the majority. Half the shops in 
Mansour are shuttered, other half 
empty. Shop shelves emptied 
overnight last week when a ban 
on importing some consumer 
items came into effect. 

Abu Salah said some traders 
forced out of their existing 
businesses were apparently con- 
sidering a move into real estate 
and had come round to ask about 


pnees. 

“They were shocked when they 
discovered how high the prices 
are.” he said. 


The estate agents said many 
young people who three years 
ago would have married and 
moved into a home of their own 
can no longer afford to leave their 
parents. 

Housing is only one problem. 
Furniture and household items 
are also hugely expensive and 
many imported goods have been 
removed from sale. 


Many young people are opting 
not to marry and Iraqis say that, 
among ihose who do, the divorce 
rate is rising because of the strain 
on couples living with one or 
other set of parents. 


Syria said refusing exit visas to Jews 


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Syria 
has for tne past eight weeks re- 
fused to issue exit permits to Jews 
wishing to leave the country, 
U.S. officials said Monday. 

Syria, under strong U.S. press- 
ure, started granting exit visas to 
members of the country’s tiny 
Jewish community last April. 

Some 2,600 Syrian Jews re- 
ceived exit papers, reported the 
newspaper Washington Jewish 
Week. The papeT, which first 
reported the halt in exit permits 
last Friday, said some 1.400 other 
Jews remain in Syria. 

State Department officials say 


that of those, about 400 want to 
stay. 

U.S. Ambassador Christopher 
Ross has asked Syrian officials 
several times to explain the halt 
in.. exit permits, said one U.S. 
official. The Syrians insist they 
have not changed their policy on 
allowing Jews to leave, but have 
not explained further, said the 
official who spoke only on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Another official said Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
appears to want to hold the Jews 
as a card to play with the incom- 
ing Clinton administration. 


Syria wants to be removed a 
State Department list of countries 
supporting “terrorism,” a step 
which would open the way for 
trade and other financial benefits. 

It decided to attend peace talks 
with Israel, sponsored by the 
United States, which began 13 
months ago. The decision was 
widely viewed as a desire to curry 
favour with the United States. 

Since President George Bush 
lost the election, Syria has been 
waiting to see what President- 
Elect Clinton will do. Mr. Clinton 
criticised Mr. Assad several times 
during the campaign for his re- 
cord of supporting “terrorism.” 


Iran dismisses EC criticism on rights 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran brushed 
aside European concern at its 
arms build-up and human rights 
record Monday and said its call 
for the killing of British novelist 
Salman Rushdie was irrevocable. 


Iran’s official news agency 
IRNA said a declaration issued 
by the 12 European Community 
(EC) leaders at a summit in Edin- 


burgh Sunday condemning the 
death order showed their ignor- 
ance of Islam. 

EC member countries have 
generally good relations with 
Tehran, Germany and Ttaly are 
Iran's biggest trade partners 
together with Japan. 

“Four years after the late lead- 
er imam (Ayatollah Ruhollah) 
Khomeini issued his historical fat- 


wa on Rushdie, the Furopean 
governments still think that 
through restricting their ties with 
Iran and imposing political and 
psychological pressure, (they 
can) force Tran to rescind the 
verdict,” IRNA said. 

Many Muslims consider Mr. 
Rushdie's novel “The Satanic 
Verses” blasphemous and sup- 
port Ayatollah Khomeini's edict. 


Yemen 

teachers 

suspend 

strike 


ADEN, Yemen (R) — Teachers 
in southern Yemen on Tuesday 
suspended a three-week-old 
strike after failing to persuade the 
government to give them a 100 
per cent pay rise. 

The teachers' union said in a 
statement the strike was sus- 
pended in the interests of the 
students and to give the govern- 
ment a chance to reconsider 
meeting their demands. 

The teachers went on strike on 
Nov. 23. 

The strike was not effective in 
the northern part of Yemen be- 
cause the union is loyal to the 
Yemen Socialist Party, which 
ruled former South Yemen be- 
fore unity in 1990. 

Twelve people died in four 
days of riots last week to protest 
at soaring prices fuelled by 100 
per cent annual inflation. 


Rafsanjani sees bigger economic rojetfrcf 


NICOSIA (R) — Women should play a bigger rofe afc 
Iran's economy, but not ax the expense of Islamic vatees^F 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said Monday. Denoonang f 
promiscuity” in a speech to a group of wdroen TrodS 
Rafsanjani said the government valued women's JrileHtt 
famili es and was making it easy for working women tospei 
time at home if they chose to, Tehran Radio said. Butte 
government wanted more women to be involved hi. m 
schools and the civil service, or even using their spare timei 
small home workshops. “If a healthy atmosphere doeswjj 
the workplace, it will hurt tbe foundation of tbeirafe ■ 
moral corruption in society and ultimately undenmueAe 
of women working,” Mr. Rafsanjani said. Many offieot 
have been sexually segregated since the 1979 Istexn&np 
Colleagues of the opposite sex are often encoun 
contacts to the minimum. Iranian women are barrSlL,^. 
certain subjects, including some engineering coarsest 
Islamic leaders consider such professions unsuitable 


U.S. uses assets to help U.N. pro gra 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Tbe United States, Saudi ,A» 
Kuwait have contributed a combined total of $100 m! 
drawing on frozen Iraqi funds — to heunani tarian.iutf 
programmes in Iraq, the State Department said 
funds were 'deposited in a United Nations escrow 
U.S. contribution was $50 million, matching the combide 
and Kuwaiti donation, press officer Joe Snyder said- fir aik 
humanitarian programmes, tire fund is used to pay 
U.N. special commission which inspects weapons of mass?^— 
tion. The United States has pledged, to make as rib ' 
million in matching contributions to roe Urated Nr* 7 
frozen funds from Iraqi oil sales._Otiier states lx 
assets are also considering using these assets to make _ ^ 

Mr. Snyder said. The contributions are authorised ; 
Security Council resolution. / ^ 
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U.N. renews mandate for Cyprus peacefcee 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The U.N. Security Counqrt 
renewed the mandate of the peacekeeping force bn Cypns£ 
the frustrations of countries contributing troops to nb 
island. Canada announced Friday that it would - Wilh$ 
remaining 514 troops by September 1993 — leaving tan 
1.000 foreign peacekeepers on Cyprus. President George 
liou, who represents the Greek Cypriot community, wan* 
the weekend that a full withdrawal of U.N. peacekoegei 
Cyprus could lead to a war between Greece and Tcate£ 
countries contributing troops to tbe U.N. force ra.,^ 
frustrated by the lack of progress in peace talks, , have f 
withdrawn or scaled down their participation over the pss 
Canada's move is likely to accelerate the process. Tbe S 
Council Resolution renewing the mandate, adopted by a Si- 
does not threaten outright withdrawal of the entire peaadt 
force, but does endorse cutbacks by approvin g of “restn& P 


Rabin thanks King Hassan for remains oft 

TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minister. Y teliak Rahin. atte nd! * - 
reinterment of 22 Moroccan Jews who diedTT^juss^cmS . 

Israel, thanked Moroccan King Hassan H Monday for sen'll, 
remains. “In the name of the families, the government^!. 
citizens of tbe state of Israel, we today express thanks^® 

Hassan 13 of Morocco,” Mr. Rabin said at the rereraosyi 
appreciation is given for this profound hiunanitarian step tsl . ^ _ 
the king of Morocco.'' The 22, whose remains arrived in I® 1 ‘.’3 • 


the king of Morocco.'' The 22, whose remains arrived 
Wednesday, were among 43 Jews who drowned as th 
emigrate covertly from Morocco to Israel aboard a 
Egoz. 


Israeli president to visit China next we 


PEKING (R) — Israeli President Chaim HerzQg.wUl pay M o 
visit to China next week, state television reported Motktey . 
Herzog, the most senior Israeli official to ever come to Gu® 
visit from Dec. 24 to Dec. 30 at the invitation of Chinese ft^iv^ . 
Yang Shangkun, the Foreign Ministry said in a ■ 

by the CCTV network. It gave.no further details; 


Tr. 7 * i4 gavc.no iu rarer details, 

established diplomatic relations in January when- then^- 
Minister David Levy visited Pelting. Chinese- Foreign 
Qian Qichen visited Israel in September, the first senior A 

IpnrUr tn Hn ca ‘ . 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Dcacns 02/7 

Jordan Valley 7 / 12 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 7. Aqaba 18 Humidity readings: 
Amman 98 per cent. Aqaba 44 per 
cent. 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. G hassan Al Faqih 986871 

KhaKfch pharmacy 98S4I7 


EMERGENCIES 


Electric Power 

Company 6363SI 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia loll. Airport 08-53200 


AQABA: 

ftmccssHaya Hospital 


637111 

661111 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


Food Control Centre 

Civil Defence Department . 

Civil Defence /mmodiarc 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 


HOSPITALS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


Bulletin suppled by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nxanth Chardi Swdfleh, 

Td. 810740 

A a s emb fea of God Chardi, Td. 

632785. 

St Joseph Chardi Tel. 624590. 
Chardi of (he AanandaHaa Td. 

637440. 


It will be cold, cloudy and rainy, 
with snow expected to fall on high 
mountains with an elevation of more 
than 1,000 metres above sea levd. in 
Aqaba, it will be partly cloudy and 
rainy at times, while winds wiO be 
southwesterly fresh. 
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Price Complaints 
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Telephone Information 
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Rn Al Nafccs Hospital ........... 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
.... 642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 
....669131 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
89161 1/1S 
602240/50 
....674155 


..... fQ3|5f4if f 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordani an (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Ouocn Alia International 
Aitport TcL (081S32Q0-S. where it 
should always be verified. 
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Regent voices support for Arab writers 


es hear farmers 1 


^ ffiands in the south 

lMIU <Af? pk*U3A (Petra) — Members of of the lack of sufficent fanning 
igrictdrural committee in the equipment, soaring prices of agri- 
~~ sr House of Parliament Mon- cultural equipment, and insuffi- 

— ifnnrrril southern regions of cient water in the grazing areas. 

"" «oHntry to inspect agricultural He demanded that more eanh 
WE^e ll^^aiid listexi to complaints and dams be set up to collect rain 
qcss of local farmers. The water for the animals and to help 
“ " — * — _ tooHhe parliamentarians to stem desertification. 

. .wfipc . briefed by the director The deputies visited Ghor Safi 

"-RliC rojjj Waleh agricultural station, and Ghor Mazraq. two agricuitu- 
’^Rawahneh on the station’s ral areas where they were oon- 
- ■■ Sros and services offered to fronted with demands by local 
] \\ %z ' : v - : ;acaJ farmeis. According to farmers to deal with their mount- 
' j ; -^" v fawahneh. random grazing ing debts and to provide fertilis- 

1 -r f ^ 2 ;;jftpab in the region has ers at reasonable prices. 

■ • .11 oytsd. woodland and culti- The last stop was Rahmeh 

' - ••• -f t Z' u t'land, and the station con- where the local villagers deman- 
r - .. 2 . s to lack, adequate means of ded that sufficient water towers 

j* 00 * farmers to l * 0081 be set up and that the village be 
• - ... u ';^Khpa. supplied with electricity. 

. 2. c committee, chaired by Dr r Meanwhile, a team of cabinet 

■ ■ ;7 tnwiad Alawneh, also ,.yi- ministers led by Deputy Prime 

- - ■ .. ■ ‘the. national centre for the Minister and Minister of Trans- 

. of technology at Rabbeh port Ali Suheimat visited Aqaba 

. 'Kar4 and was briefed on and inspected its installations as 

V ' ' -gncukoral problems. The well as services offered to tour- 
—'ssdirertorKhaledNawaiseh ists. 

\ : ::i 'dig\dejxrries that local far- The ministers met with Aqaba 
im^nly keep livestock, but Region Authority officials. They 
' ,|row cereals, vegetables were told that the city lacks a 

x. . • . . iw trees. He said that local government hospital while the 

U.;\, pf^joniplain of poor income local health centre does not cater 
brining, while livestock to the growing needs of the resi- 
- ^.^iow animals to graze in dents. 

. hjtftf-. areas. Agricultural Other problems discussed con- 
' '-t^tealso after broken into cerned the sewerage system and 
- VBotfragp through selling the recurring deficits in the muni- 

operations rendering cipality's budget. The ministers 
rng^npipdBctive and unpro- later examined progress of work 
■ . cm the new lorries’ highway in the 

... j^Birasph also complained Aqaba zone. 



HOME NEikS IN BRIEF 




geritcongratulatesBahrain 


WAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
v . n ,.,, sent a cable to Sheikh Isa Ben Salman A1 Khalifa, the 
*' • 'of Bahrain , congratulating him on his country's national day. 

. » .Hassan wished Sheikh Isa continued good health and 

" /loess and the Bahraini people further progress and prosper- 
* '■ • ; JPriace Hassan also sent a similar cable to the president of 

- - " iastan to congratulate him on bis country’s national day, 
■ . ' '.'h fell on Monday. 

• >ur reviews work on ns w road 

'• '-MAN (Petra) — Public Works and Housing Minister Saad 
- . elSrour Monday inspected the second and third stages of the 

' ; 1-Ieraslv Amman road. Mr. Srour was briefed on the develop- 
■ ' lof work and studies conducted by local and American 
" ueering firms on landslides in the project area. The opening 

- “ * road for traffic which was due late last year was postponed 

- r= uidslides between Jerash and Amman. The minister met with 

^vising engineers at the site and urged them to speed up work, 
.-.^peo the road for traffic as soon as possible. 

f Cr to review State Security Court law 

.. : -2 MXN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament’s Law 
'/• l- ihitjee mil hold a meeting Wednesday under its chairman 
" ’ N .. to A1 Zui>i. The committee is scheduled to discuss the State 
. Court draft law. 

7 -{meni team visits free zones office 

'7 ■ ’-.MAN (Petra) — A visiting delegation representing the 
• , General- Investment Corporation Tuesday visited the 
' ' 2-. - Zones Corporation in Amman. The delegation met with 
• - ■ ' dais at the corporation and was briefed on the free zones in 
lari and the incentives offered to investors in these zones. The 
• rh^s^** 011 members voiced their country's desire to enhance 
iSi*. W pc ration between Jordan and Yemen in investment. 

, flturalweek to commemorate writer 

• /-sMAN (Petra) The Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation 

organise at. its scientific and cultural centre a cultural week 

- ’ ch wiB start Dec. 21 to mark the third anniversary on the death 
■ - ^continent Jordanian writer Ghateb Haiasa. The week will 

V Jade seminars and lectures discussing Mr. Halasa’s works. 


ow available in Jordan 

Bed Warmers 

' 100% Cotton 


'Austrian made to the Europian Standards. 
Energy saving. 20-58 watts. 

Attractive design, 
for rheumatic diseases. 

Different sizes and colours. 


Footwarmers 
Back/Neck warmers. 




^oje Agent 


<73 


-Tel. 682638 Fax 603641 


PRINCESS AISHA OPENS AL HUSSEIN CHARITY 
BAZAAR: Her Royal Highness Princess Msha Biol A1 Hussein 
opened at the Marriott Hotel Tuesday a charity bazaar of Al 
Hussein Society Tor the Rehabilitation of the Physically Handicap- 
ped. The bazaar in which 18 Arab and foreign embassies are 
participating includes handicrafts, woodwork, a variety of food 
and embroideries. The opening ceremony was attended by Princess 
Mqjda Ra’ad who is chairperson of (be society and several 
diplomats. The proceeds of the bazaar will be used to support the 
society’s activities. 

Ensour discusses investment 
and privatisation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Members of 
the Jordanian Businessmen 
Association JBA Tuesday called 
on Minister of Industry and 
Trade Abdullah Ensour to dis- 
cuss matters related to invest- 
ments in Jordan. 

A statement by the JBA said 
that the discussion focused on a 
draft law on encouraging invest- 
ments in the Kingdom and the 
involvement of public as well as 
private investors. 

The group, led by the associa- 
tion’s president Mamdouh Abu 
Hassan, reviewed the private sec- 
tor’s contributions towards bol- 
stering the national economy, 
and addressed means of stimulat- 
ing investments in industry and 
trade. 

At a meeting held by the asso- 
ciation in September, Dr. Ensour 


highlighted the draft law which 
had been rejected by the Lower 
House. 

Referring to government poli- 
cies. Dr. Ensour assured the asso- 
ciation that the government was 
implementing a policy whereby it 
would withdraw gradually from 
many economic activities and 
open the door to the private 
sector. 

The minister said that the gov- 
eminent was seriously moving 
towards a gradual termination of 
the pricing policy and would take 
into consideration the need for 
public awareness. 

Mr. Abu Hassan and his team 
called for a modernisation of 
Jordanian laws regarding invest- 
ments to create a more opportune 
economic climate. 


Crime rate inching 
upwards — PSD cl 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Public Security society as a 
Department (PSD) Director-General economic cbai 
Fade! Ali Tuesday urged the higher Major General 
committee for combating crime in to the commit 
Jordan to double its efforts in the face "Certain set 

■ of increasing crimes. society, partici 

.. ... „ been d«Fty a 

“You are called on to exert efforts ences which d 
more than any time in the past in traditional nor 
order to confront the negative aspects aC | e rising the , 
that have started cropping up in our 


society as a result of the socio- 
economic changes in the region." 
Major General Ali said in an address 
to the committee members. 

"Certain sectors of the Jordanian 
society, particularly the youth, have 
been deeply affected by alien influ- 
ences which drive them away from 
traditional norms and customs char- 
acterising the Jordanian society.” he 
said. 


Education ministry criticised 
for record on gifted students 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Education 
Minister Thouqan Al Hindawt 
said Tuesday that the Ministry of 
Education lacks a well-defined 
strategy to cater for the needs of 
gifted students in Jordan. 

In a meeting with graduate 
students at the University of Jor- 
dan. Mr. Hindawi said existing 
special education schools were 
unable to meet the needs of gifted 
or talented students because they 
need huge financial resources to* 
pay for curricula, textbooks, 
qualified teachers and other 
school facilities. 

“In addition, our society lacks • 
other moral aspects related to the 
way it should deal with gjfted 
students,” he said. “We have not 
yet handled or dealt with the 
issue of gifted students in the 


proper context although develop- 
ment witnessed in education in 
the last decade has benefited 
talented students by focusing on 
quality rather than on quantity.” 
he added. 

The ministry, he said, finds it 
more important to implement the- 
comprehensive goals of education 
rather than concentrating on a 
certain category of students and 
ignoring another category. 

The deputy premier stressed 
that it was difficult to find solu- 
tions to all educational problems 
since education is constantly 
changing and educationalists 
should deal with problems in a 
scientific and flexible manner that 
would not affect the educational 
principles and objectives of Jor- 
dan. 


Are we prepar 
for winter? 



By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With winter here 
one wonders whether the vicious 
cycle of damp and leaking walls 
will start once again. Few build- 
ings were left untouched by the 
effects of the harsh snow and rain 
storms that hit Jordan last year; 
residences collapsed, structural 
damage was incurred and water 
pipes burst. 

According to Dr. Seyfiddin 
Muaz, director of the Building 
Research Centre at the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS), the 
problem begins when contrac- 
tors, architects, supervisors and 
even clients are willing to econo- 
mize on their budget at the cost of 
a building’s safety. “A client 
would like a spacious house or 
building without having to pay 
much. The architect faces great 
competition and so tries to sell a 
design for a cheap price. During 
construction, supervisors do not 
appear at the site although they 
are paid to supervise, and some 
contractors try to escape quality 
control regulations by taking 
short cuts that mil ensure finan- 
cial gain,” he explained. These 
factors add upto unsafe building 
work and the problem that hit 
many homes last year. 

Laws have been made in order 
to control such dealings, sucb as 
the recently approved code of 
practices adopted by the cabinet. 
In the past all codes of practice 
were applied on a voluntary basis 
without any fines being issued if a 
buildings were not built according 
to certain specifications. In Janu- 
ary 1993 the codes will be legally 
binding. Dr. Muaz said. He 
pointed out that in the future, 
only when a site investigation 


code has been carried out will the 
Jordan’s Engineer’s Association 
grant a licence for a construction 
project. 

Not only should the soil and 
foundations be tested, but also 
concrete blocks, tiles, windows, 
and doors. Because these tests 
cost JD 200 few people have 
them done, said Dr. Muaz. The 
snow load, the wind load, the 
earthquake load, the live load, 
and the dead load (weight of 
building materials) also have to 
be taken into consideration 
according to the code, he said. 

Dr. Muaz said he remembered 
how “people used to laugh at the 
idea of having to consider the 
snow load in a dry country such as 
Jordan,” but people now ridicule 
the earthquake load, he added. 

The worst thing to be done in 
large buildings, he said, is to 
situate a car park on the first floor 
since this causes tremors and 
movement. Consequently, if an 
earthquake strikes, the already 
weakened building foundations 
will prove no resistance. To com- 
bat tremores of this sort, he said 
flexible joints and expansion 
zones should be incorporated in 
the structure. 

Regular maintenance, prefer- 
ably every five years should be 
carried out in order to avoid 
structural problems. 

"Winter taught us a harsh les- 
son last year, and I think that 

people have learnt not to wait for 
the problem to hir them before 
they do anything about it. People 
have already started to put damp j 
proofing on their roofs and have 
asked specialists to come and j 
analyse their residences. Some 
structures have also been built 
using flexible joints” Dr. Muaz 
concluded. 


By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — ■ His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Re- 
gent. called for the promotion of 
Arab culture during a meeting 
Tuesday with writers attending 
the Eighteenth Arab Writers 
Conference at the University of 
Jordan. 

“We are yearning to listen to 
the Arab word, to Arab 
thoughts,’* he said, “we have to 
look seriously for means to im- 

‘Intellectuals 
and the regime’ 
debated 

By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The narure of the 
relationship between intellectuals 
and the regime was the central 
issue discussed in a two-hour 
seminar held at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre (RCC) in the second 
day of the Arab Writers Confer- 
ence, Monday evening. 

“It suffices to read the title 
“The Intellectual and the Reg- | 
ime.” to bring back memories of 
hundreds of incidents, names of 
people imprisoned, tortured and 
exiled,” said the Jordanian wri- 1 
ter, Nazeeh Abu Nidal. “But we | 
have first to question the reasons 
behind the violent relationship 
taken between intellectuals and 
the regime and is it confined to 
particular regimes?” 

Mr. Abu Nidal pointed out that 
the problem exists in all kinds of 
regimes; totalitarian, capitalist or 
communist. Implementing mar- 
shal laws, according to the writer, 
is one method used by the author- 
ities to protect themselves against 
enemies. Consequently, all calls 
for democracy and defending hu- 
man rights are considered as des- 
tructive and many writers have 
been put into prison for such 
calls. 

As a result, intellectuals in the 
Arab World have kept silent to 
avoid trouble, the writer argued. 

The Palestinian writer. Dr. 
Maher Al Sharif pointed out that 
the best way to get out of the 
deadlock that already exists be- 
tween intellectuals and the reg- 
ime is by adopting democratic 
principles and promoting them 
through education. “Only 
through this are we to achieve 
progress and be of any credibility 
at the international and the local 
levels," he said. 


prove the only resource we pos- 
sess: Arab thought.” 

Prince Hassan criticised whai 
he described as the “considerable 
deficiency that exists in the cover- 
age (by the media) of highly 
important studies and researches 
conducted by professors and sci- 
entists in the Arab world” such as 
in the Al Bait institution. 

Voicing the need for the estab- 
lishment of an Arab institution 
for publication and distribution, 
Arab writers expressed their de- 
sire to the Regent for the imple- 
mentation of such a project which 
would be financed by Arab funds 
and has full autonomy. They also 
pointed to the number of copies 
of any book primed in the Arab 
world which normally does not 
exceed 5,000 and at the highest 
level 10,000 copies. 

Prince Hassan strongly sup- 
ported the ideas and said that this 
“forum should be an Arab in- 
stitution that is independent not 
only in the financial aspect but 
also in the cultural one. It should 
promote objectivity, and respect 
all opinions. 

Arab writers lamented the cri- 
sis between intellectuals and the 
people and in particular the lack 



The Crown Prince surveys Arab literature Tuesday al the 
University of Jordan (Petra photo) 


of communication between both 
parties. They said that the origin 
of the problem is mainly due to 
the education system and its in- 
capacity to rear creative and in- 
tellectual individuals. 

Prince Hassan suggested that 
student, during their first years, 
should be encouraged to confront 
and conduct intellectual dialogue 
without fear. But he asked; “how 
can we adapt education to be able 


to serve the purposes and objec- 
tives of the society?” 

Asked to propose formulae 
which would enhance the situa- 
tion of the intellegentsia and 
guarantee their full rights, the 
Regdnt maintained that constitu- 
tional authorities, legislative, ex- 
ecutive and judicial, are responsi- 
ble for this as it is the case abroad 
in all other countries which prac- 
tise democracy. 


JPMC signs deals with Malaysia, Taiwan, 
holds talks with Indonesia and India 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC) has concluded deals to 
sell more phosphate to Malaysia 
and Taiwan in the coming year, 
according to an announcement 
made by Mr. Tahbet Al Taher 
the JPMC director general. 

Mr. Taher returned Tuesday 
from a tour of the Far East and 
Asia to find new markets for the 
state-owned company. 

“In Indonesia we discussed 
with the country’s Ministry of 
Industry the prospect of laun- 
ching joint Jordanian-Indonesian 
industrial projects based on phos- 
phate.” said Mr. Taher in a state- 
ment to the Jordan News Agen- 
cy. Petra. He said that the Jorda- 
nian delegation attended a re- 
gional conference in Jakarta on 
fertilisers in which countries pro- 
ducing and exporting phosphate, 
potash and fertilisers partici- 
pated. 

In Indonesia, the delegation 
met with businessmen to discuss 
Jordanian phosphate exports. 
According to Mr. Taher. Indone- 
sia annually imports 550,000 ton- 
nes of Jordanian phosphate. J 

In Taiwan, contracts were - 
signed for the sale of shipments of 
phosphate in the first half of the 
coming year, he said, while giving 



Dryer with electrostatic precipitator filler at RusaVa mine -the she 
for the joint Indian- Jordanian project 

no figures. He did say, however, tonnes of the mineral, according 


that SO per cent of Taiwan's 
phosphate imports come from 
Jordan. The country has im- 
ported nearly 267,000 tonnes of 
Jordanian phosphate so far this 
year he said. 

In Malaysia, Mr. Taher signed 
deals to export up to 150,000 
tonnes during 1993. 

Mr. Taher and his delegation 
also went to India to attend an 
annual meeting by the Indian 
Fertilisers Society in New Delhi • 
which was attended by potash, 
phosphate and fertiliser produc- 
ers in Asia. 

India -is the main importer of 
Jordanian phosphate and this 
year it has imported 1,167,510 


to Mr. Taher. Jordan and India 
last year reached an agreement 
on the production of phosphoric 
arid at the Shedieh phosphate 
mines in southern Jordan. Under 
the agreement. India will invest 
$15 million while the JPMC will 
provided $10 million to develop 
the project. The plant, expected 
to be operational by the end of 
1993, is being set up in an ar e?. 
designated as a. free zone. 

The entire 200,000 tonne 
annual production of phosphoric 
acid at the plant is expected to be 
purchased by Ihe Indian govern- 
ment as well as various private 
sector Indian fertiliser industries, 
according to JPMC officials. 
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To January with hope 


TC HIS CREDIT, U.S. President-elect Bill Clinton' is 
fivi ig up to his presidential campaign pledge to tighten 
Ok screws on the pariah Serbian government. This he is 
doing by signalling that the deployment of air power 
aga inst Serbian forces can no longer be ruled out. In the 
cfejrest deviation from President George Bash’s policy of 
dpj easement towards Serbia, Clinton hinted during a 
ptc ss conference a few days ago that his administration 
tlttjld change the U.S. course on the conflict in former 
Yugoslavia by exempting Bosnia from the U.N.-imposed 
cm 'largo on the shipment of arms and military supplies to 
dll ihe belligerents in the conflict and that U.S. air power 
Ml^ht seek international authorisation to put an effective 
caci to the Serbian atrocities and aggression against 
tfe aia. U.S. officials have also implied that Britain and 
tfruice need to be persuaded first to accept this new 
pfeicy before it is pot into practice, the dearest evidence 
yet that London and Paris have acted thus far to stifle 
eiT-ctive international intervention to halt Serbian adv- 
ances and crimes against humanity. 

r lie extent of the Serbian aggression and flouting of 
im mafinnal humanitarian and human rights norms was 
revealed by the foreign minister of Bosnia in a recent 
tab •rview with Egyptian newspaper A1 Abram during 
wtvch he disdosed that no less than 128,000 Bosnian 
Mt slims were killed and 30,000 Bosnian Muslim girls 
alb] women raped at the hands of Serbian military and 
fun amtiitary forces. When viewed against the fact that 
Serbian forces now control about 70 per cent of the 
Republic of Bosnia, these shocking revelations confirm 
% need for an urgent military intervention against 
Serbia, an operation that Washington may want to 


irhead when Clinton enters the White House in 


. i eedless to say, an active and forceful U.S. policy 
ag! inst war crimes and crimes against humanity in 
tor ner Yugoslavia will add credence to Clinton’s vow to 
eta mpion humanitarian and human right causes by word 
ta deed. In addition, dear and unwavering signals from 
Ifce U.S. about its determination to put an end to Serbia’s 
R; rant defiance of international standards could tilt the 
cm rse of the projected Serbian presidential elections, 
wh ch are scheduled to take place on Dec. 20, in favour of 
Ser Man Prime Minister Milan Panic, who is opposed to 
the current Serbian po tides, both domestic and external. 
Tht-re is therefore a chance that the fate of Bosnians, 
Cp ats and even Serbians may soon change for the better 
IftiC minute Clinton assumes office on Jan. 20. Till then 
the world can only wait and hope that the chain of tragic 
Mk horrible events in former Yugoslavia will not 
Ifct :riorate to the point of no return. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Aj rai Arabic daily on Tuesday discussed the ongoing 
escalation of resistance in the face of the Israeli occupation in 
Jfe.lestine, noting that such fierce resistance can only lend 
; forking to the efforts of the Arab parties negotiating with the 
braefi side in Washington. At least the negotiators will know that 
heroes are fighting the enemy and people are resisting the 
occupation which the negotiations are trying to end, said the 
da ly. The Arab negotiators, it added, should now take matters 
'ea- y and refrain from rushing to the negotiating table, showing 
Weir willingness to wait for as much time as it would take in order 
lb reach an honourable settlement. At the negotiations between 
th< Americans and the Vietnamese in Paris the Vietnamese 
dejotiators were not in a hurry to end the talks and exacted from 
■ the Americans all the conditions they were demanding as a result 
of these tactics, said the daily. The Vietnamese negotiators knew 
Ihr.t their talks were backed by fierce resistance on the part of 
their own people ar home; and therefore, they were not in a hurry 
' lb reach the end because the longer the fighting the more are the 
en~-my casualties, it added. The paper said that the Arab 
Negotiators should learn the same tactics and should realise that 
.fhc intifada will continue whether the talks went fast or slow. The 
paper also noted that the one day delay of the talks, on the part of 


the Arab parties marking the intifada anniversary, was a good 
Besture for the Palestinian resistance fighters who stepped up 


gesture for the Palestinian resistance fighters who stepped up 
Bkrir attacks on the common enemy. 


t A COLUMNIST in Af Ra’I daily dwelt on the 1993 fiscal budget, 
f describing it as the best budget in Jordan's history because it 
Reflected the excellent economic situation in the Kingdom during 
!I992. Fahed Al Fanek noted that the 1993 budget shows an 
.Increase by five per cent over the volume of the past year's budget 
with no predictions about high rates of inflation or higher prices. 
These developments plus the fact that the current expenditure is 
• being covered by the domestic revenues were all excellent 
-Indicators proving the sound financial policies adopted by the 
government, said the writer. In addition, he said, the new budget 
■manifests the feet that the government was not ignoring or 
{(effecting its duties towards improving the standards of living or 
•the needy people. The budget has provisions for the National Aid 
Fund, offering financial aid to needy people, and for subsidising 
m basic foodstuffs for the limited-income groups, the writer 
■ ad ied. He said that the budget makes room for employing more 
'tfciji 4,000 people in the country's military and civilian 
establishments and is encouraging the initiation • of income- 
tanerating projects for the unemployed' who can receive soft loans 
Jncm the government-sponsored Development and Employment 
Fund. He said* that the budget reflects the feet that the Jordanian 
, economy is able to remain steadfast and, in the long run, become 
*1 '-supporting and self-sufficient. 
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It isn’t too late in the Balkans 


to do more than gesticulate 


By Brian Beedham 


LONDON — It is bound to end 
in pain; it could end in ignominy; 
at least let it not end in hypocrisy. 
The world's current handling of 
the war in ex-Yugoslavia suggests 
that hypocrisy may well be one 
item on the final charge sheet. 
Consider these pieces of evi- 
dence, all taken from the past 
week: 

— More than four months ago 
NATO and the Western Euro- 
pean Union sent two squadrons 
of warships into the Adriatic to 
enforce the sanctions that the 
United Nations had imposed on 
Serbia, the chief cause of the war. 
Yet only this week will these 
warships be authorised to do 
more than wave at the cargo ships 


Croats return to their homes. 
Neither of those things has hap- 
pened. The expulsions have con- 
tinued, under the impassive gaze 
of the United Nations' “protect- 
ing” troops. 

Last week Cyrus Vance and 
David Owen, the world’s two 
chief would-be peacemakers, 
went to the occupied areas to 
complain to the Serbs. Again no 
result. The main function of the 
U.N. presence in these parts of 
Croatia, it now seems fair to say, 
is to watch the Serbs doing as 
they wish. 


sailing past them. They can now 
board the ships, to inspect their 
cargoes. But even now it is not 
entirely clear what they will do if 
the cargoes prove to be illegal but 
the ships decline to turn around. 

Anyway, the Adriatic is not the 
main sanctions-busting route. 
Most of the oil and other goods 
sustaining Serbia reach it over- 
land or up the Danube — routes 
to which the Western warships' 
new “stringency” does not apply. 
This will not stop the war. 

— It is three months sirce 


Britain offered to put some of its 
soldiers into a U.N. operation to 


get food and medicine to be- 
leaguered, hungry civilians in 
Bosnia. Yet only last week did 
the British forces carry out its 
first full operation. It took 10 
trucks to a town with a current 
population of perhaps 100,000 
people. The biggest besieged city , 
Sarajevo, is said to be getting 
from the U.N. operation only 
.half the food it needs, even on 
starvation rations. 

— Almost a year ago die Serbs 
who had taken over several parts 
of neighbouring Croatia were 
said to have agreed to disband 
their militias and let expelled 


— - Three months ago the great 
countries of the world held a 
conference in London to see 
whether their combined powers 
of persuasion could bring peace. 
Three months later virtually no- 
thing has been achieved. One 
idea after another, inflated by the 
optimists, has popped like a bal- 
loon. Last week the Serbs’ leader 
in Bosnia put up yet another 
“amendment” designed to punc- 
ture the suggested new constitu- 
tion for his part of ex- Yugoslavia. 

There is precious tittle sign of 
urgency in that sad list. Mean- 
while, winter has arrived, making 
hunger and homelessness even 
surer roads to death. Hie Serbs 
continue to expand their area of 
control in Bosnia — already lar- 
ger than they once said they 
needed — and to sit tight on the 
parts of Croatia they have seized. 
And new crises tick away in 
Kosovo and Macedonia to the 
south. 


that the aim of the world's politi- 
cians is to keep talking and talk- 
ing until a combination of winter 
ami superior firepower gives the 
Serbs the degree of control they 
want The world will then step in 
to smooth the edges of this harsh 
new reality, and proclaim 
“peace." 

Is there nothing better to be 
done than wait until the Serbs 
have won? Perhaps there is. Two 
suggestions lie on the table. But 
both are risky, and both could 
take a roll of the soldiers sent to 
cany them out. And that toll 
would be much bigger now than it 
would have been a year or IS 
months ago, because the world’s 
dithering during that time has 
made tire Serbs bolder and stron- 


One suggestion is to put an 
international force into Macedo- 
nia, and tell the Serbs to leave at 
least that corner of ex-Yugoslavia 
alone. This has its attractions. 
The Serbs are less interested in 
Macedonia than they are in Bos- 
nia and Croatia, because fewer 
Serbs live there. They might obey 
the order to stay out. Macedonia 
would be saved, and no lives lost. 

But this points to the hollow- 
ness of the Macedonia-only op- 


None of this is a criticism of the 
20,000 soldiers from various 
countries now in ex-Yugoslavia, 
trying to help. They are there at 
some risk to their lives, even 
though their aid convoys are sup- 
posed to move only with the 
consent of the local warlords. 

The criticism is of the politi- 
cians who sent them. It is in- 
creasingly hard not to suspect 


ness ot tne Macedoma-oniy op- 
tion. The rescue of Macedonia, 
desirable though it is, wonld by 
itself do nothing for Croatia, for 
Kosovo and above all for Bosnia. 
Even if it succeeded, the world 
might subsequently be accused of 
having taken a relatively risk-free 
way of dodging those bigger chal- 
lenges. 

So the second suggestion is to 
go straight to the heart of the 
present horror, and set up a safe, 
haven for the victims of the Bos- 
nian part of the war. But, comes 
the awkward question, where is 
the safe haven to be? 

One answer is to move Bos- 
nia’s Muslims, the chief group of 
victims, away from the battle 


zone and find at least temporary , 
homes for them elsewhere. The 
trouble with this is not just that it | 
means asking Croats and others 
to take in even more refugees j 
than they already have to cope I 
with. It also means, in effect, 
helping the Serbs to carry Yft | 
another round of their ethnic 
cleansing. , 

But the alternative is to set tip 
the safe haven in an area where 1 
M uslims live now — perhaps in 
the northwestern comer of Bos- 
nia, or even better (because it 
holds more Muslims) in the 
stretch of country running north 
from the capital, Sarajevo. The 
objection is that both of those : 
areas are under siege by the 
Serbs. To make safe havens of 
them would mean deploying huge’ 
numbers of first-class troops, and 
telHng them to fight. It is unlike- 
ly, at tins late stage in tire pro- 
ceedings, that that can be done < 
without many casualties. 

It is, as it always has been, a , 
calculation in the arithmetic of ' 
compassion; but now the count 
has changed. At one time, for the. 
expenditure of X foreign soldiers’ 1 
lives, it might have been possible 
to save many times that number-, 
of local people. Now, because thei 
killing fields arc so much bigger 
— and because the Serbs have' 
learned to think that they can 
always call the world's bluff — 
the price would have to be 3X or 
5X. The total could run into 
thousands. 

There ts so reason to think that 
Europeans or Americans are pre- 
pared to contemplate that. But 
without it they will have to go on 
contemplating the agony on their 
television screens; the cries of 
Bosnian Muslims will be heard 
throughout Islam; and expansion- 
ist toughs from the Dniester to 
Vladivostok will think they catch 
the point. The arithmetic of com- 
passion is a terrible business — 
International Herald Tribune. 


ZAGREB, Croatia — .What is 
happening in Bosnia andHerzc- ' 
govina . to Muslim, and Croatian 
women seems unprecedented m 
die history of war crimes. Women 
are raped by Serbian soidiere in 
. an organised and systemat ic w ay, 
as a planned crime to' destroy a 
whole Muslim population, to des- 
troy a society’s cultu ral, ti adition- 
ai and religions integrity. 

The numbers are chilling: In 
October, the Ministry of Interior 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina esti- 
mated that 50,000 women , and 
girls had been raped, and many 
impregnated on purpose. It is 
feared that since then the number 
has risen even further. The minis- 
try collected and -documented 
13,000 cases- / 

Journalists and feminists have 
interviewed women .in refugee 
camps in Croatia, and it is 
through their stories that the 
world has discovered the tragedy. 
In the civilised world, rape is a 
crime. Mass rape is a method of 
genocide that should became a 
war crime and outlawed in all 
international conventions. The 
lives of tens of thousands of 
women have been destroyed; the 
world owes them at least that. 

Here are accounts . by three 
women. "E.’s” account will 
appear in the January-Februaiy 
issue of Ms, magazine. — 
Slavenka DrakuKc. 
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Expect continuity in Clinton 
foreign policy, says Zogby 


By Rosalind Mandine Morphy 


WASHINGTON — There will be 
continuity in American foreign 
policy under the Ginton adminis- 
tration, but with a greater emph- 
asis on promoting human rights 
and democracy. Dr. James Zog- 
by, executive director of the Arab 
American Institute, predicts. 

Mr. Zogby reviewed the out- 
come of the elections during two 
recent USIA -sponsored World 
Net television programmes with 
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. Mr. Zobgy is a long 
time activist in the Democratic 
Party and served as deputy cam- 
paign manager for Jesse Jackson 
in the 1984 presidential election. 
Mr. Zogby was also one of over 
50 prominent Arab American 
Democrats who officially en- 
dorsed Bill Clinton’s presidential 
campaign. 

President-elect Clinton “seems 
to be intent upon promoting the 
concept of democracy and prom- 
oting human rights,” Mr. Zogby 
said. 


However. Mr. Clinton’s policy 
of promoting fiyjnan rights and 
democracy “will not interfere in the 
internal affairs of other coun- 
tries,” Mr. Zogby asserted. 
- “There is no indication that these 
goals wifi be pursued in a manner 
that is disruptive,” he said. 

The Clinton administration will 
promote human rights and demo- 
cracy through a policy of provid- 
ing the "assistance that is neces- 
sary” to countries embarked on a 
democrat] sation process, accord- 
ing to Mr. Zogby. 


peace process,” he pointed out. 


Present U.S. policy on Iraqwilf 
also stay constant under Mr. Clin- 
ton, at least as long as Saddam 
Hussein is still in power, Mr. 
Zogby said. “There is every in- 
dication that Clinton will pursue 
the same policy on Iraq as Presi- 
dent Bush has,” including enforc- 
ing United Nations sanctions and 
isolating Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, he said. 

_ U.S. ties to the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council states, particularly 
Saudi Arabia, will remain strong 
under the Clinton administration, 
Mr. Zogby said. "The rela- 
tionship is rock solid. I think it 
will stay that way.” 


There will be "continuity in the 
conduct of world affairs” under 


the Clinton administration. Mr. 
Zogby said. “The United States 
will remain fairly constant on a 
variety of policy issues,” includ- 
ing the Middle East, he asserted. 


particularly on issues of concern 
such as tire peace process, Bos- 
nia, Kashmir, Somalia, nuclear 
proliferation and the global eco- 
nomy. 


As soon as Chetniks (Serbs) 
came into our city, they selected 
women, children and the old peo- 
ple; men were taken to a concen- 
tration camp with an excuse that 
they were mobilised. They put 
hundreds of us in a school in 
Doboj and they turned it into a 
kind of camp. Our Serbian neigh- 
bours locked us in. I knew many; 
they used to visit our house. As 
soon as we entered a camp, “mar- 
ticevic” (followers of Milan Mar- 
tic, a Serbian leader) came in 
with guns and selected younger 
women and girls. They put them 
in the hall and told the Chetniks 
to do with the women what they 
pleased. 

There was silence. Then die 
crazy, dirty, stinking Chetniks 
jumped at the women like anim- 
als; they tore off their clothes, 
pulled their hair, cut their breasts 
with their knives. They’d cut the 
belly of the women who wore the 
traditional Muslim baggy trous- 
ers. Those who screamed would 
be killed on the spot. 

In front of a few hundred 
prisoners they raped and tortured 
women and girls for days. It was 
unbearable to watch giris being 
raped in front of their fathers. In 
the evening, after heavy drinking, 
the Chetniks would come in the 
ball with lamps. Stepping on us, 
they would look for giris, not 
older than 12, 13. 

The girls cried, holding on to 
their mothers. As they were 
taken, pieces of their mothers' 
clothes remained in their hands. 
While doing that, the Chetniks 
would shoot at us. Later they 
would leave the girls' dead bodies 
in the hall, so we had to see them. 
We cried until morning. Then 
they would throw the bodies in 
the river. 
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“There is a worldwide demo- 


cratic process unfolding. ...The 
people of the world have the 
opportunity to get their voices 
heard and concerns heard in the 
American political process," he 
said. As an example, Mr. Zogby 
noted there is a “growing Muslim 
American presence in Washing- 
ton,” organising, meeting with 
members of Congress and raising 
issues of concern. 

Mr. Zogby stressed that U.S. 
foreign policy does not view 
^ Islam as a hostile force. The 
United States views “the diversity 


The Clinton administration 
“will pursue (Middle East peace) 
negotiations on the same princi- 
ple the Baker/Bush team 
crafted," Mr. Zogby. said. Clin- 
ton has expressed his “commit- 
ment to the ground rules of the 


Mr. Zogby pointed out that 
President-elect Clinton telephoned 
King Fahd after the election and 
“assured him of U.S. commit- 
ment to Saudi Arabia.” 

Mr. Zogby encouraged the 
Arab and Islamic worlds, Arab 
leaders, and Arab Americans to 
“make their opinions heard” in 
the American political process, 


of Islam wife the respect it deserves,” 
he said. There is an “active and 


Jr w «vuyc JUKI 

ongoing debate within American 
foreign policy drdes” on U.S.- 
Islamic relations, he said, adding 
that the Islamic World “must 
enter this debate” — United 
States Information Agency. 


Every day the same picture was 
repeated; they would rape and 
kill in front of hundreds of us. 
Once a young women with a baby 
was taken in the middle of the 
hall. It was in June. They ordered 
her to take off her clothes. She 
put the baby on the floor next to 
her. Four Chetniks, raped her; 
she was silent, looking at her 
crying child. When she was left 
alone, she asked if she could 
breast-feed the baby. Then a 
Chetnik cut the child's head off 
with a knife. He gave the bloody 
head to the mother. The poor 
woman screamed. They took her 
outside and she never came back. 
The biggest criminals in Doboj 
are Bosko Jeitic, Milenko Vam- 
jes, Mico Tuca, the brothers 
Stankovic and Jorgovic. 

I was raped and tortured too, 
because they knew that I am a 
wife of a leader of the Muslim 
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Time for priority setting 


By Nazib Bmwiak 


IN RECENT times, it has be- 
come difficult to read any local 
paper, watch television, or listen 
to the radio without coming 
across a discussion on an environ- 
mental issue, often one of major 
global proportions. Whether that 
is relevant to Jordan or not is 
given secondary thought. 

Conference speakers and semi- 
nar organisers expound on en- 
vironmental problems for which 


Jordan had no hand in causing 
and will definitely possess no 
significant contribution in solv- 
ing. Yet, in word and deed, they 
imply thar their country holds the 
key to any progress in easing such 
global worries. Years _ ago, I 
attended a local seminar in which 
the government came under fire 
for not doing much in the fight to ' 
preserve Latin America’s rain- 
forest. It is time, I believe, we 
reset our environmental priorities 
and reexamine the way we are 


defining them. 

In trying to echo the concerns 
of developed nations, a tendency 
has surfaced in Jordan to priori- 
tise efforts against the depletion 
of the ozone layer and to tackle a 
host of other environmental 
topics of worldwide nature, at the 
expense of the pressing and more • 
vital questions of surface and 
groundwater contamination, 
solid waste disposal and occupa- 
tional health and safety. 

Some Jordanian environmen- 


talists justify their shift in interest 
on th£ basis of what data is 
readily available instead of gener- 
ating their own local data. Others 
have claimed they are merely 
utilising the wealth of experience 
gained by the industrialised world 
and, in so doing, they are advanc- 
ing solutions in anticipation’ of 
forthcoming problems. Blit 
should we follow this line of 
reasoning, we become tempted to 
believe their projection or a fu- 
ture Jordan as a world industrial 


power, with a classical industrial 
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For Somalis, respite from hunger 
means a chance to regain independence 


By Tina Sasmao 

The Associated Press 

JGADISHU — Abdi 
frapi Osman remembers 
last good meal as if it were 
F. terday, even though it was 
r . fflontbs ago: Millet and 
'/ shared with his wife and 
^ihf ren on tbe peaceful 
’.. in where they raised 
ids, sheep and pigs. 
•z'Z'tol* king’s banquet, but a 
V.'^t compared to die por- 
: and biscuits Osman 

V' T aon now in a Mogadishu 
..'- jgee camp. The best part, 
■ t ' > « Osman, was he did not 
Os to stand in line like a 
J oolchikJ to get food. 


.. . -.’.I.’ - : ’-t ■ : 

rZ z . • ! '<’&tbmed from page I) 

^.z '."^nyith a 19-page compilation 
die ideas it bad put forth in 
^negotiations until now. It 
possible aJternadv6s 
' - ?. jtt fgli t to cal™ Palestinian 

''.:3X‘about an Israeli proposal for 
..." i f^veming authority in the- 
r ’: fgank and Gaza Strip, an 

l V . H official said. 

— another front. Lebanese 

■■ .fiators turned down an 
- _ K proposal for a joint milit- 

- “."5 rocking group with Israel to 
■ - . 7 - 55 ' tensions along the border 

_ 7 - een die two countries, an 
. j.' ' : fi official said. Israel had 
- urging Lebanon to consider 

" ; ' 3 ea for the last two months. 

. 'sadent George Bush, in a 
■0 keep the momentum going,. 
r _ - - invited the delegates to the 
~ - 1 House Thuraday at the end 
. : feir current round of talks. 


Majali 


CoHtfaned from page I) 

Arab National Democratic 
hce (JANDA) — in the next 
fops, Mr. Majali said some 
moist parties should unite in 
alition if not merge into a 
..e party. 

. mute been accused of want- 
' XJrren a personality cult in- 
Jdfa party, but this is not the’ 
X-fehave in the past and 
by calt with more urgency 
jvct on ail centrist parties to 
r a coalition,” he told the 

®eev'~ 

ked if be thought that a 
i Cpahtion would exist de- 
the -refusal by the Ministry 
fcrior to grant legal status to 
ordazrian Communist Party 
the Arab Baath Socialist 
• , Mr. Majali said: “Yes, I 
there will be a leftist coali- 
It may not include all groups 
ng to have party status, but 
■ wifl be a coalition neverthe- 


Watching the armoured 
personnel carriers rumbling 
along the streets and the low- 
flying Marine choppers, hun- 
dreds of thousands of Somalis - 
like Omsan wait for tbe day 
Operation Restore Hope 
gives them back their self- 
sufficiency. 

On his farm in the town of 
Walawein, southwest of 
Mogadishu, Osman recalled 
not having to depend on 
others. Now be must rely on 
foreign charity. 

Relief agencies say ending 
this cycle of dependence is a 
key to making their efforts 
successful. One proposed 
mission is to supply refugees. 


Peace talks 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Han an Ashrawi said she hoped 
the president would, as one of his 
last official acts in office, set a 
precedent for the Clinton admi- 
nistration by convening a three- 
way meeting with the Israelis and 
Palestinians to break the stale- 
mate in their talks. 

Israeli officials were chagrined 
to bear that among the Palesti- 
nians planning to attend the 
White House meeting are two 
advisers to the delegation — Dr. 
Ashrawi and Faisal Husseini. 

Inviting people who are not 
delegates is ‘‘violating the rules of 
the game,” said one Israeli offi- 
cial. 

An administration official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said a compromise was in 
tbe works whereby Dr. Ashrawi 
would join the meeting with Mr. 
Bush but Mr. Husseini would 
instead meet with White House 
Chief of Staff James Baker Fri- 
day. 

Dr. Ashrawi said she was disr 
appointed that Mr. Bush was only 
a&oting 20 minutes to his meeting 
with each delegation. “We hoped 
the meeting would be one of 
substance, not a symbolic one,” 
she said. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 


mainly farmers, with clothes, 
shelter, grain and tools so 
they can return to their 
homes and care for them- 
selves. . . 

United Nations spokesman 
Ian Madeod said the relief 
workers hope to get “many 
hundreds of thousands of 
people" to return to their 
homes before the spring rainy 
season in March and April. 
This would give them time to 
plant crops for the July har- 
vest, a major step towards 
ending their need for donated 
food. 

The U.S. troops who 
swooped across the city 


tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat is sending Mr. Bush a 
message urging him to press 
Israel to be more forthcoming in 
peace talks, a PLO official said 
Tuesday. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said Dr. 
Abdul Shah would hand tbe mes- 
sage to Mr. Bush. 

Tbe message from the PLO 
chairman also appeals to Mr. 
Bush to restore a U.S.-PLO dia- 
logue, which was broken off in 
June 1990 after 18 months be- 
cause the PLO failed to condemn 
a guerrilla attack on Israeli 
beaches. 

Dr. Abdul Shaft will ask Mr. 
Bush to press Israel to be more 
forthcoming and press ahead with 
a settlement based on land for 
peace,- the PLO official said. 

On Monday the Israeli news- 
paper Haaretz said Israel had 
rejected an offer by tbe United 
States to draw up a compromise 
plan for an interim Palestinian 
self-rule in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

The paper said the offer was 
made by Assistant Secretary of 
State Edward Djerejian to the 
Israeli team before the beginning 
of tbe current round of the talks 
in Washington on Dec. 7. 


Somalia 


(Continued from page 1) 

French media said that differ- 
ences between the United States 
and France over disarming the 
gunmen threatened to wreck the 
relief operation.' 

Several French newspapers 
said the work of the U.N. forces 
in Somalia was threatened by a 
dispute between France, backed 
by Dr. Ghali, and Washington 
over whether to disarm the gun- 
men. 

The French foreign ministry 
said disarming the waning fac- 
tions was part of the U.N. man- 
date, which called for the crea- 
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tion of a secure environment for 
tiie relief operation. 

President George Bush assured 
his top military leaders Monday 
their mission in Somalia has not 
changed and praised them for 
doing “a first class job” in hand- 
ling the unprecedented relief mis- 
sion. 

Mr. Bush drove to the Penta- 
gon Monday for an hour-long 
briefing attended by the entire 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney, and 
other members of his national 
security team. 

“They're doing a first class 
job,” the president told reporters 
as he left the military headquar-. 
ters. 


Apartotel 

wo bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea views. 

Call Aqaba tel.: 03/313512, fax: 03/314339. 
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JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
Tel: 82 9 882/829883 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWATS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


EADING DESIGN COMPANY 
SEEKING: 

Qualified architects, interior 
designers and foremen 
Only experienced candidates need 
apply by sending C.V. and 
photograph to: 

P.O.Box 811764 , 
Amman-Jordan 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3J30pm 
7.30 -n .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel. 659519 659520 
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"French ti Kui sme 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 


Wednesday have made dear 
they would not be moving 
into places like Osman's 
hometown for some time, un- 
til they are sure the dan 
rail lias that drove out the 


Somalis could not attack 
them. 

It is a situation that frus- 
trates relief workers who 
have lost most of their food 
to looters. 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

4 FLATS IN 1 DELUXE BUILDING FOR RENT. IN A 
QUIET AREA NEAR ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB 
EA . COMPOSED OF 2 BDRMSJ BATHRMS, LIVING 
RM.GUEST RM.&KITCHEN W/CLOSETS CENTRAL 
HEATING, CENTRAL ANTENNA, PREFER SINGLE 
LEASE TO A DIPLOMATIC MISSION 

TEL.81 0572/696121, 10:00-13:00 


MW YOU/? CAlffi/DFnS. . . . 





Well be holding our annual 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR from 


supporting thisV 
Save The Childrerb<^ | ^ 
project which "J A ^ yA -y"»- 

provides hundreds \ V 

ol underprivileged * 

women and ^ v ' 

Children \ 




Dec 16th - 23rd at the 
v Philadelphia Hotel 

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


f An assortment of more 

than 120 Items of uniquely 
v^handcrafted products & designs. 

^OUR SALE SPECIALS WILL CONTINUE! 
For more information, please call 628760 


NOW THAT YOU ARE A MEMBER AT 
THE AMMAN WORLD TRADE CENTER 

YOU HAVE ACCESS TO BECOMING GLOBAL IN YOUR 
BUSINESS WITHOUT LEAVING YOUR OFFICE. 

SO IF YOU ARE NOT A MEMBER YET.... 

STOP BY US. 
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JORDAK 




MET PLACE 


CROWN 

s 1NTL EST. 

1 Packing, shipping, 
3 forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 



UEoms naans sms 

YOUR BEST CHOBCE 
EH JORDAN... 

☆ Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

☆ Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


Profcssioa^ Quality to 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour fifca at 
our .shop and § on- ■ 

* JWMBO phot* 
sisG 30% larger . 

* Free enlarge* 



674111 

Plaza 


Take away Is enraftiMe 
Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 



fact lasted 

Always Loved 




f^£X.lNC ' I'5 eStaup».«ni 


AUTHENTIC!* 
CHINESE 
CUISINE 


Apartment 
For Reent 


Super deluxe apartment for 
rent. Fully furnished, 3 bed- 
rooms. big living area. 300 
sq. metres. 

Location: Sweifieh. 

Price: US$23,000 
For further details call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/ 
810520 



CHm 

Town 

f^eslaunznt 


r CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30- Midnight > 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammanu-now has its own. 

Where you can enjgyhhe most exquisite 
Chinese dis^^^h^^ ^nd dinner. 

AIK chefsiTrwi ^fng, China 



i * :| 


^iiSa^Toairn . 
at the Amri^ 'T^asi Hotel 
Tel. 674295 Or 6741 iT- ext. 6338 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka way is mllnhl> 

Open daily 12:0i)-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


The First Class Hotel in 
‘Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAItOTCL 


Amman -TeL 6681 93 - 
P.0 Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



jKOffiffiiAH ffiZHTEIESS TOIMETiT 

mmmm 


announces its new service 

AMMAN - AIRPORT - AMMAN 

with its modem air-conditioned 
buses. 

Departure every half an hour from 
either Abdali Bus Station or JETT 
Headquarters. 

Fare: 7S0 fils per nip. 

Enquiries: 664144 
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i@we gives up Wi€ title 

Lewis named heavyweight champion 


Brazil to face Germany . 
with makeshift defence 


MEXICO CITY (R) — The 
world bcxi:.g council (WBC) 
named Britain's Lennox Lewis 
world heavyweight champion 
Monday. 

“The WBC is today officially 
recognising Lennox Lewis as the 
WBC heavyweight champion of 
the world after Riddick Bowe's 
announcement of today in Lon- 
don ... relinquishing his title.” 
the Mexico city-based WBC said 
in a statement. 

“Lennox Lewis holds now the 
honour of taking back to bis 
country. England, the 
heavyweight championship of the 
world after 110 years." 

Bowe, who also holds the 
World Boxing Association and 
Internationa! Boxing Federation 
heavyweight titles, said earlier 
Monday fie was relinquishing his 
WBC title rather than be forced 
to fight Lewis as the WBC re- 
quires. 


He underlined his point at a 
London news conference by tak- 
ing the WBC champion's belt out 
of a briefcase and dumping it in a 
garbage can. 

“The WBC is wrong and I will 
not be intimidated by them. ! am 
the heavyweight champion of the 
world and today I withdraw my 
recognition of the WBC.” he 
said. 

“For as long as I am champion 
I will not recognise or defend this 
dishonest belt." he added. 

The WBC had threatened to 
strip Bowe of his title if he did not 
make a mandatory defence 
against Lewis, winner of a 
heavyweight title eliminator 
against Canada's Donovan Razor 
Ruddock in October. 

Bowe won the unified 
heavyweight title by outpointing 
then-unbeaten champion Evan- 
der Holyfield in Las Vegas last 
month. 
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Ruud Gullit 


Dutch hope Gullit will 
igniteWorld Cup campaign 


ISTANBUL (R) — The Nether- 
lands hope the return of playmak- 
er Rudd Gullit will provide the 
missing inspiration to ignite their 
World Cup qualifying campaign 
against Turkey Wednesday after 
a disastrous start. 

Hie Dutch desperately need to 
beat Turkey in Istanbul to stay in 
contention for one of the two 
qualifying places from Group two 
for the 1994 finals following de- 
feat in Norway and a draw at. 
home to Poland in their opening 
games. 

Gullit's surprise return after 
quitting international soccer for 
personal reasons at the beginning 
of a season which has seen him 
fighting for a place in the AC 
Milan side, has been a big lift for 
Dutch coach Dick Advocaat. 

Gullit, who may be lacking 
match fitness, was replaced after 
an hour in Milan's European Cup 
tie against PSV Eindhoven last 
Wednesday due to cramp in both 
legs and admitted that although 
he was fine he lacked rhythm. 

Advocaat, who pleaded with 
him to reverse his decision to 
quit, said: “In my opinion he is 
still one of the 16 best Dutch 
soccer players.” 

But the return of the former 


national captain is offset by the 
loss of leading Dutch league 
goalscorer Dennis Bergkamp of 
Ajax with a leg injury. 

Advocaat remained silent on 
his goalkeeping selection be- 
tween Ajax’s Stanley Menzo, 
who has recovered from a broken 
thumb with good performances, 
and Feyenoord’s consistent Ed be 
Goey. 

Menzo was heavily criticised 
after the 2-2 draw against Poland 
when he blundered a few times 
and gave away the second Polish 
goal. 

In a tight group which could be 
decided on goal difference, the 
former European champions will 
be seeking not only victory but a 
substantial goal tally to turn a 
negative account into a healthy 
one. 

Turkey are always a difficult 
proposition at home but last 
month's 4-0 defeat in England 
may have deflated their spirits 
after opening with a narrow 1-0 
loss in Poland and a rare 4-1 
victory over fellow-group outsid- 
ers San Marino. 

They may also be without regu- 
lar midfielders UnaJ Kahraman 
and Ogun Temizkanoglu who 
both sprained anless in a 
weekend ‘training match. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN N AH HtRSCH 

* 199? TntMW MadU S«nroas. kic. 


ADD THAT EXTRA CHANCE 


Bath vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
$AKQ 

v K 6 3 
* Q 8 7 3 2 
WEST EAST 

«743 *66 

TA Q 9 6 7 K 10 5 3 2 

v J 10 8 7 9 

* K J * A 10 9 6 1 


SOUTH 
9J109S2 
T 7 4 

A Q 6 4 2 


« 5 

The bidding; 
North East 

Souu 

West 

1 ❖ Pass 

1 6 

Pass 

2 4* 

Pass 

3 

Pass 

4 4 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Three of ♦ 

Even a line with a 70 percent 
probability rotes to foil three tiroes 
out of 10. So anything you can do to 
improve the odds should be 
searched for diligently. 

South bid the hand welL Once 
spades were supported the South 
hand improved enormously in value. 
Three diamonds asked North for 
help in the diamond suit for game, 
and that's certainly what North 
held. 


In an attempt to cut down on 
declarer's ruffing capability. West 
led a trump. South was quite happy 

with the contact. The primary line 
required onJya 3-2 diamond split, a 
68 percent shot. Declarer drew 
trumps and started on diamonds. 
Unfortunately, the break was disad- 
vantageous and declarer could col- 
lect only nine tricks. 

As long as trumps were 3-2, there 
was a second chance available, ad- 
mittedly rather slight. But it could 
be adopted at no cost— always an 
attractive proposition. If diamonds 
■ were 4- 1 , declarer could still land the 
game if the pleyar with the diamond 
shortage also had no more than two 
trumps. 

After winning the opening lead, 
declarer should cash a second 
trump. If both opponents follow, the 
king and ace of diamonds come 
next. Should the suit break 3-2, de- 
clarer draws the last trump and 
takes three more diamonds. As the 
cards lie, however. East shows out 
on the second diamond, but can’t 
ruff. Declarer cashes the queen of 
diamonds and ruffe a diamond on 
the table, and sooner or later will get 
hack to hand with a ruff to drew the 
last trump and the long diamond is 
the fulfilling trick. 


The WBC said - Bowe had 
signed an agreement to fight the 
winner of the Ruddock-Lewis 
fight but would now clearly not 
honour it. 

“It is today apparent that Bowe 
signed his commitment with no 
desire to comply with it.” the 
WBC statement said. “No state- 
ment can hide that Bowe commit- 
ted himself in writing to fight 
Lewis and reneged on it.” 
Describing statements against 
the WBC by Bowe and his mana- 
ger Rock Newman in London as. 
“bitter and greedy," the boxing 
organisation added: 

“The WBC belt thrown into 
the trash bin ... has been won 
with dignity and pride by 
Muhammad Ali, Larry Holmes 
and Mike Tyson ... the WBC is 
sure that Lennox Lewis will carry 
(it) with dignity and pride just as 
the great of the past have done.” 
The WBC's arithmetic aside. 


the decision makes Lewis the first 
British world heavyweight cham- 
pion since Bob Fitzsimmons in 
1897. 

Meanwhile newly crowned 
WBC heavyweight" champion 
Lennox Lewis said he was dis- 
appointed that he won't be facing 
rival Riddick Bowe in the ring in 
the immediate future. 

“I will miss the glory of bearing 
him in the ring." Lewis said in a 
local radio interview. “But I will 
still be the champion." 

The new champion said he 
believed Bowe was afraid to fight 
him because he defeated the 
American on his way to winning 
the gold at the 1988 Olympics? 

Lewis said he ranked Bowe 
among the best heavyweight 
fighters today, but he was “confi- 
dent'' he would beat Bowe again 
if the mo squared off. 

“I'm the better fighter," he 
said. 


SPORTS NEWS m umw 


Al Orthodoxi crush A! Abbasi 179-44 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Al Orthodox! scored a big win of 179-44 over 
Al Abbasi while third placed Al Jalil lost S8-86 to Al Jazireh in the 
First Division Basketball Championship. In other matches Al 
Watani overcame Homentmen 78-72 while Al Ahli beat Al 
Hussein 95-58. 


PORTO ALGRE. Brazil (R) — 
Brazil face the ominous prospect 
of taking on world champions 
Germany with a makeshift de- 
fence in a friendly international 
Wednesday. 

Coach Carlos Alberto Parreira 
has been plagued by late with- 
drawals and doubts for the 
match. Germany’s first on a 
South American tour they see as 
instrumental in forming the basis 
of a team to defend the World 
Cup in the United States in 1994. 

Roma defender Aidair pulled 
out of the squad Monday after 
sustaining an injury during a 
weekend Italian League game. 

Paris St. Germain's Ricardo 
Gomes, who was expected to 
partner Aidair at the heart of the 
defence, was also in doubt follow- 
ing the death of his father. 

The problems left Brazil with 
the frightening prospect of facing 
Germany with the internationally 
inexperienced pair of Celio Silva 
and Paulo as centre backs. 

To add to Parreira’s problems, 
hard-tackling midfielder Dungs 
also pulled out injured while 
Genoa left-back Branco is doubt- 
ful. 

Roberto Carlos of Urfiao Sao 
Joao of Porto Alegre side Inter- 
national and Luisinho of Vasco 
Da Gama were called in as last 
minute replacements. 

In contrast, the Germans have 
brought a virtually fuJl-srrengih 
squad. 

The Germans, who meet Uru- 


guay in Montevideo Sunday, are 
anxious to find a new striking 
partner for Juergen Klinsmann 
following the retirement from in- 
ternational football of former 
first choice Rudi Voeller. 

Their other big question is 
whether 1990 World Cup captain 
Lother Matthaeus can regain his 
best form after the serious knee 
injury that kept him out of this 
year's European Championship. 

Neither Parreira nor German 
trainer Berti Vogts were giving 
anything away about their teams 
for Wednesday. 

Parreira, who has gone a long 
way towards restoring Brazil's 
credibility in international soccer 
since taking over last year, said 
he was unlikely to field Romano, 
Careca and Bebeto together in 
attack. 

Brazilian fans have long be- 
lieved the trio, all prolific goals- 
corers when on song, could form 
a deadly strike force. 

But Parreira told Reuters he 
had virtually discarded the idea. 
“You don’t become offensive just 
by playing with three forwards,” 
he said. “On paper, it looks 
wonderful but it could leave the 
team vulnerable in midfield. 

“It's going to be a great game. 
I'm an admirer of German foot- 
ball for its organisation and the 
quality of the players. 

"But we have gone back to 
playing the Brazilian way. Our 
game is based on technique which 
Is our strength/* 


Simone included in Italy World Cup squad 


ROME (R) — Striker Marco Simone, who has made only one full 
League appearance for Milan this season, has been included in 
Italy's 21 -strong squad for Saturday's World Cup qualifier againsi 

»«_i i<: f i >:i ' j i it 


Malta. Simone, scorer of Milan's second goal in their European 
Cup semifinal League victory over Dutch Club PSV Eindhoven 
last week, is one of nine Milan players in the squad announced 
Monday for the European Group One tie in Ta'qali. Team 
manager Arrigc Sacchi has left out experienced Sampdoria 
defender Pietro Vierchowod in favour of Parma’s Luigi Apolloni. 
Juventus striker Roberto Baggio is missing from the squad 
because of injury. 
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Knacks beat Nuggets 106-83 
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NEW YORK (AP) — Charies Smith scored 23 points and John 
Starks and Rolando Blackman each added 17 as the New York 
Knicks beat Denver 106-89. holding the Nuggets almost 19 points 
below their season average. New York, which has won nine of its 
last 12 games, improved to 1 1-1 at home, the best in the National 
Basketball Association. Denver finished 0-5 on a 1 0-dav road trip. 
Blackman, averaging eight points per game, notched a season- 
high with his 17 points. 






1 SB 


Allison in charge of Rovers until end of season 


BRISTOL (R) — Malcom Allison, the much travelled manager of 
English First Division dub Bristol Rovers, will remain in charge 
at the club at least until the end of the season. Rovers extended 
their unbeaten run to four matches with a crtishig 4-0 victory over 
Bristol City Sunday to move further clear of the relegation zone. 
Allison is a former manager of English clubs Crystal Palace and 
Manchester City as well as Sporting Lisbon and Farense in 
Portugal. 
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Bologna lead in Italian Basketball League 




MILAN (AP) — American guard Pace Mannion pumped in 28 
points as he led clear Cantu to a 96-80 upset of defending 
champion Benetton Treviso in the 13th round of the Italian 
Basketball League. The home victory lifted Cantu to second place 
in the overall standings, in a tie with Treviso and Panasonic 
Reggio CaJadria with 18 points. The three teams, all with 9-4 
records, trail league leader Knorr Bologna by four points. Former 
Los Angeles Laker guard T«rry Teagle and Croatian forward 
Toni Kukoc each scored 15 points for Treviso. Bologna defeated 
Robedikappa Turin 90-72. 




U.S. tSnnis player John McEnroe looks at a6 kg hamburger that 
was given to him in Linz, Austria, where he was due to play 
Austrian Thomas Muster in an exhibition match (AFP photo) 


Peamats 


I MATE F1ELP TRIPS... I M 
ALWAYS SURE 50METHING 
BAP IS 60IN6 TO HAPPEN.. 


PSALM 1 21: VERSE 6- 
* l TME SUN 5HALL NOT 
SMITE THEE BY PAY, N0K 
THE MOON BY NIGHT" 


f SOMEHOW, I'VE NEVEK W 
WORRIEP MUCH A BOUT M 
k THE MOON.. 
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Andy Capp 
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JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY DEGlMBER lifj! ^ 
By Thomas S Pierson. Astrologer , Carioff Rigftter 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Although there is an opportunity 
through an influential person, you 
find that you are apt too nwjre 
some snap decision that can nullify 
the otherwise solid influences that 
are operating. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 

Consider well evety item of income 

or expenses that requires attention 
on your pan and be coosaentious 
in carrying through with solving 
these. 


yon are going to be moi 

fill, when you nesd-io 
openmmded in studviqg 
to make your dreams o 
LIBRA: (September 23* 
22) Its advisable that * 
you make a doser.bape 
analysis irf where yusT 
mundane matters 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have the right instinct early in 
the day on just what to do in order 
to improve your appearance and 
your personal handUng. of activi- 
ties. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to get into the private and 
confidential phas es of the condi- 
tions that you are trying to perfect 
and have every item correctly 
analysed. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) No day for daydreaming 
or romanticising with whatever is 
of importance to yon but mate 
sure you get a very down to earth 
■understanding of your position. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Take 
some time out to build your credit 
and reputation as a sensible person 
of good common sense in the world- 
of outside activity to make head- 
way. 

VIRGO-. (August 72 to September 
22) You now hate a day when, if 


SCORPIO: (October 23 ‘c 

ber2i)You«tifyi«Si 

tfcrn just what to do fc mi 
the good wiH and icthe.- 
of a usually stubborn $ 

SACaTTAMOBt 
December . 21 ) Look 

nous specific duties tt«i ’ 
you and you w» find Sta 
doftcmiqsudiaipannQ 


OU^HXJRNfCDeoii; 
January 20) Folkiw'ti 


. plan for the future. 
yonr spirits and cake a« 
dea and aide to dofe$- ; 
AQUARIUS: (January 2T 
' 3iy I9) Whaia^jyfOBh» 
to;caU famay members t> 

*W^,4feptei 
should be. pot off tanfij* 
propiDotEr 'moment. £5 
PISCE S: (February 
20) Get duI 
sages or have pkme cobv 
that are vital hi fhe'motr 
get into' statements aqd 
later in tire day. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


Marriage 

counselor 
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“We’re totally out of synch! Whenl- 
needed a snuggle he gave 4 - 
meacudd/e!” 


THATiSC aAMBLEP W0 RDjB«_ 
9 Oy Henri Arnold andEjott^l 


Unscramble those four Juntas, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


DENUC 


XT :s|- 


TUBIL 



HESKAN 


STURME 


IF m MEISHBORS'-.r 
PO& (STOOUOI5V,,-. 
YOU MI6HT TUT- 
to vo this. ;-;j. 


Now viwige the dtetad Mlen^ 
form the surprise answer, as W . 
gested by the above cartootu r- 


Answer here: 


Yesterday’s | Jumfates: COUGH BAKED NORMAL 

| Answer Who thoueftt ha was NanoteonTr-NAPQl^PH^ — 


THE Daily Crossword 


16 Paen target 

17 Landing . 

IS Attar sunset 

20 Wad items 

21 
22 

23 Salad Ingredtant 

25 Gloomy ones 

26 Turk. off. 

28 

29 

30 Prairie plant 
33 Wearing sabots 
37 Mountain nymph 

- 38 Fonowar: eutt. 

39 Make up (or 

40 Sound of 


rami 

I Mj 

3HHBR 
■■■ afg 
■■ ■!■■■] 


aaiiHi 


aSa^il 

aBBBB ® j 

■B aBBH 
■I JBBB 
■■ aaw 


Yostorriav's 


52 House ana 
height 

53 BA 

54 Spoken 
57 San — 

59 PM or Danis) 

60 Antler segment 

61 — do-wei 

62 MubaraK'sdam 

63 ‘The Bad — " 

64 Rogues 

65 Blokes 


appetizer 

11 Ingenuous 

12 Track figure 
f3 Rungs 

19 Translation of a 
foreign text 

21 Letup 

24 Weather word 

25 Peeved 

26 On 

27 Spiritual teache 
29 Critics 


cifrncin nnnrin ni 
nunninrTiiinnran m 
RBflD nD0n„i?ngK 
nnrao 1 

nmrauniB' ogDpnn 1 
RROf HR Mr, 

anno nFinnfl r y^ 
PiQin RCinsB 
nnnnran 
nonnns 
.Hcnnnn nnnn 

inna annnr3fDfnpnn 

non nnnun nnuu' 

gao UBHTin rjHSii 



aorcus 

performer 

4 Trunk 

5 No matter which 

6 Longftwflnany 

7 Honfore's pal 

8 Russian aircraft 

36 Ten: prof. 

39 Against 
41 ■■ — tonga, vita 
brevis’' 

42 Chooses 

44 OB cartel 
47 Floats 

48 Unearthly 

49 Hoisting 
machine 

50 Made a t» 
away 

51 nanremk 

— - 


59.purS6.s-. 
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if* Kncamtioaal markets 


I' W 88 Cwrtay Unit 

. i 'HB STG 

■. O p ra i w W &8B ».m. GMT 


tocVotiz 

CtoHL 

***14.12.92 

Tda/o 

CCue 

***1S. 12.92 

1.5065 

1.5640 

1.5695 

1.5725 

1.4090 

1.4128 

5.3545 

S36&S" 

123.65 

125.tf* 

1.2495 

1.2466 


15. 12.1992 




Deter 

-■•In fo g ft"*" 1 


■< : . -Ji.n ft”* 

7 '"■4: KB A Franc 


I MTH 1 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 11 MT1 

3.63 i 

3.62 

3.62 3.93 

7.43 

6.8 7 

6.66 6.50 

9.00 

8.67 

6.56 7.93 

6.12 

6. 12 

5.81 5.56 

11.00 

10.50 

10.00 9.13 

3.87 

3.71 

3.68 5 .62 

11.00 

10 . 75 

10.16 9.16 


>. MM nut hr wiwwti mtrdfa); U.S. Dollar. 1.800.080 or eqriralcnc. 

1 ?;: •■''■date 1— H Date: IS 


15. 12.1992 


bpt ■ 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm* 

Metal 

USD/Oz 


m’. 

334.75 

6.60 

Silver 

3.73 

.060 


'Aral Bank of Jordan Enchanja Rata MuIImui 


-tdfak Kroaa 


sb? State 


0.0493 


0.02112 


15.12.1992 

Offer 


0.6W0 


1.0602 


0.4392 ■ 


0.4669 


0.1269 


0.1016 


0.0495 


0.0212 3 


15.12.19Q2 


rtM Pound 


Bid 

Offer 

1.7990 

1.8150 

0.03 526 

0.03633 

0.1630 

0.1640 



0.1864 

0.1874 

\mmm 

0.2150 

HHESH 

1.7690 

0.1864 

0.1874 

0.3292 

0.3333 

1.4620 

1.4766 


Financial Marlrat 


J4.12.I992Ck*e 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


DON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
ig world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

-^TJ.S. dollar 1.2750/55 Canadian dollar 




of gold 


Cinema 


1.2750/55 ' 

Canadian dollar 

1.5715/22 

Deutscbemarks 

1.7670/90 

Dutch guilders 

1.4105/15 

Swiss francs 

3231/35 

Belgian francs 

53670/720 

French francs 

1402/1405 

Italian lire 

123.93/98 

Japanese yen 

6.7775/875 

Swedish crowns 

6:7700/800 

Norwegian crowns 

6.0S00/600 

Danish crowns 

1.5620/30 


$334.65/335.15 
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Clinton says U.S. not yet ‘out of woods’ 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (R) 
— President-elect Bill Clinton 
convened an economic confer- 
ence Monday with a warning that 
Americans must not be lulled into 
complacency by signs of faster 
growth in the economy* 

Referring to a third-quarter 
pickup in the output of goods and 
services and a decline in U.S. 
unemployment. Mr. Clinton said 
it was “far too early to assume 
that ... we ace out of the woods, 
even in this prolonged business- 
cyde recession.” 

His comments, at the start of a 
two-day meeting that gave some 
300 business, labour and 
academic leaders the opportunity 
to advise him on how to make 
America more prosperous, were 
yet another signal that the incom- 
ing administration will give top 
priority to pocketbook issues. 

The conference, which focused 
initially on the state of the domes- 
tic economy, was broadcast live 
on U.S. television and radio. 

Rife with graphs and charts.^ 
the meeting quickly took on the' 
look of a university das — one 
with an abundance of guest lec- 
turers and kd by the man who' 
takes responsibility for the U.S. 
economy when he is inaugurated 
Jan. 20. 

“The economy is why the 
American people gave me a 
chance ... to turn this country 
around.” said Mr. Clinton who 
defeated President George Bush 
and independent Ross Perot in 


the Nov. 3 election after a bruis- 
ing campaign that turned on 
perceptions that the U.S. eco- 
nomy was deteriorating. 

“WeYe here because our na- 
tion and our people must prepare 
for global competition,'’ he said. 

Mr. Clinton listed five long- 
term issues that the United States 
must tackle: Improving education 
and job training, increasing pub- 
lic and private investment, reduc- 
ing the budget deficit, adopting a 
new environmental and energy 
policy and more personal involve- 
ment in the country's affairs. 

He called the $300 billion de- 
ficit an “economic ball and 
chain” that was keeping long- 
term interest rates high. 

“We're going to have to make 
some tough decisions and hard 
choices” to soak up federal red 
ink, he said. 

Analysts say the hard choices 
must include tax increases and 
cuts in such heretofore politically 
untouchable programmes as the 
medicare government-funded 
health care for the elderly, farm 
subsidies and veterans' benefits. 

“We are in this, all of us, 
together. And let’s not kid 
ourselves, these are hard ques- 
tions." Mr. Clinton said. 

He has said he will raiSe taxes 
on the richest Americans but has 
not spelled out in great detail 
what kinds of spending cuts he 
may propose. 

On hand for the conference 
were Mr. Clinton’s wife. Hillary. 
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Vice President-eleci A l Gore and 
all the members of the team Mr. 
Gimon has recently nominated 
to shape his economic policy, 
including Treasury Secretary- 
designate Lloyd Bentsen. 

There was to be an opportunity 
for the public to call ’ in com- 
ments. giving the conference the 
added flavour of an electronic 
town hall meeting, the kind, of 
political give-and-take pioneered 
by Mr. Perot and used to some 
extent by all the candidates :n the 
1992 presidential campaign. 

This caused critics to deride the 
meeting as shallow symbolism for 

media consumption, but Mr. 
Clinton and his advisers said it 
would generate ideas and demon- 
strate the kind of direct out- 
reach-effort that will characterise 
his presidency. 

The first presentation was 
made by Robert Solow, a Nobel 
prizewinner from the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technolo- 
gy, who provoked a laugh from 
the hall full of business-suited 
executives and professors by 
saving: 'Tm used to teaching 
large classes but this is ridicu- 
lous.” 

Other speakers at the first 
working session included John 
White, a former Carter adminis- 
tration official who drew up Mr. 
Perot's much-publicised deficit 
reduction plan, and Apple Com- 
puter Boss John Sculley. who 
stressed the importance of impro- 


ving education and job-training 
programmes. 

In his opening remarks. Mr. 
Clinton related an anecdote simi- 
lar to the personal tales he often 
used in the campaign to personal- 
ise the economic hardships of 
citizens. 

He told the story of Benjamin 
Edwards, a 52-year-old unem- 
ployed resident of Germantown. 
Pennsylvania, saying that during 
a campaign rally. Mr. Edwards 
told him. “I need a job." 

“I need your heip to fulfil my 
commitment to Benjamin Ed- 
wards,” the president-elect told 
the conference. 

A year ago. U.S. consumers 
were deeply depressed about the 
future and most indicators of the 
country’s vigour were heading 
downwards. 

Last week economists were 
scrambling to revise their esti- 
mates for economic growth in the 
final quarter of 1992 amid signs of 
growing consumer optimism and 
more spending. 

The national unemployment 
rate fell for the fifth month in 
succession in November and re- 
tail sales increased for the fifth 
month, a symmetry that neatly 
highlights the link between job 
prospects and spending power. 

“From mid-1989 to mid- 1992 
we had steady job losses that just 
cut into people’s willingness to 
spend because they were losing 
the capacity to do so,” said David 


Jones, an economist with Aubrey 
G. Lanston and Co. in New 
York. 

In the world’s biggest consum- 
er society, spending by Amer- 
icans fuels two thirds of national 
economic activity. 

On Friday, the University of 
Michigan said its consumer confi- 
dence index rose to 91.4 per cent 
in mid-December from S5.3 per 
cent in November. 

“We're revising our fourth- 
quarter gross domestic product 
forecast upward from 1 .5 per cent 
to three per cent, based on surpri- 
singly strong consumer spend- 
ing," economist Ed Yardeni of 
C.J. Lawrence Securities in New 
York said. He added that grow- 
ing optimism “suggests consumer 
recovery is sustainable." 

In the last three months of 
1991, the economy expanded 
only by an anaemic 0.6 per cent 
annual rate. 

Retails sales went up every month 
from July to November, when they 
increased a moderate 0.4 per cent 
after a 1.9 per cent rise in Octo- 
ber. 

Mr. Jones said he was pushing 
up his estimate for the increase in 
total goods and services ourput, 
which GDP measures, to an 
annual rate of 2.75 per cent from 
2.5 per cent during the fourth 
quarter. 

“That’s a critical level because 
any growth we get above 2.5 per 
cent gets us to' the level where 


growth begins to feed on '' elf 
and we will start to see jobs 
created,” Mr. Jones said. 

Economist Allen Sinai of the 
Bosun Co. says the presidential elec- 
tion on NoV. 3 was the point at 
which consumer attitudes began 
to change. It serried who won and 
made voters feel better because 
of Mr. Clinton's pledge to focus 
“like a laser beam” on the eco- 
nomy. 

“People feel that if things get 
bad, Washington will step in and 
that's reassuring consumers,” 
Mr. Sinai said, adding that the 
steady improvement in economic 
indicators brought into question 
whether the incoming Clinton 
administration would go ahead 
with a fiscal stimulus package. 

If the economy can sustain 
itself, policymakers would prefer 
this to pumping money into gov- 
ernment programmes. That 
makes shifts in consumer atti- 
tudes particularly significant at 
the current stage of recovery. 

Mr. Sinai said estimates 
showed the state of consumers’ 
hopes and fears affected about 55 
per cent of the average house- 
hold's spending decisions. 

“If we continue to get in- 
creased spending it will generate 
jobs and income in a self- 
sustaining way. he said. The pace 
of income growth does not sup- 
port runaway consumer spending 
but it is enough to keep the 
economy expanding.” 


Kuwait says it 


.4 b in 90-91 


KLTWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment spending in the Gulf 
crisis fiscal year 1990-1991 stood 
at 7.6 billion dinars (S25.4 bil- 
lion). Finance Minister Nasser 
Abdulla Rod h an said in reply to a 
parliamentary question. 

The Arab Times quoted Sheikh 
Rodhan as saying Kuwait spent 
6.c32 billion dinars ($22.1 billion) 
from July 1. 1990 to Jure 30. 1991 
on "miscellaneous spending ar.d 
convertible projects.” 

Of this, he said 1.37 billion 
dinars <$4.6 billion) went on 
“emergency spending" and 4.34 
billion dinars (514.5 billion) on 
“other commitments." 

The newspaper said miscel- 
laneous spending usually in- 
cluded defence expenditure. 

Other spending included 671 
million dinars ($2.2 billion) on 
wages, and 197 million dinars 
($657 million) on construction 


projects. 

Iraqis were forced out of Kuwait 
in February 1991. 

Government spending in the 
1991-1992 fiscal year has been 
estimated slightly lower than rhe 
previous year at around 6.2 bil- 
lion dinars ($20.7 billion). 

The emirate has tightened its 
belt since the Iraqis entered 
Kuwait in August 199G and de- 
vastated its oil facilities. Kuv.-ji: 
has liquidated much of its over- 
seas assets, once worth around 
$100 billion, to help cover the 
costs of the U.S.-led military 
action. 

Meanwhile. Kuwait is having 
second thoughts about a $20 billion 
bonds-for-debt scheme to rescue 
its troubled commercial banks, 
the head of the parliamentary 
committee for finance and econo- 
mic affairs said Sunday. 

Ismail Shattti, quoted by the 


official KUNA news agency, said 
there was a tendency in the com- 
mittee opposing the scheme, 
which has already bailed out nine 
banks by offering bonds worth 
4.343 billion dinars ($14.5 bil- 
lion). 

“We believe the previous treat- 
ment (of the banks) was con- 
ducted the wrong way," KUNA 
quoted Sheikh Shatti as saving. 

But committee member Mufraj 
Ai Mutairi told Reuters that de- 
spite reservations over the 
scheme he did not expect the 
group would seek its withdrawal. 

Kuwait's government passed 
into law in May the plan to buy 
out bad debts from troubled com- 
mercial banks. The plan aimed to 
help put the economy on an even 
keel after the upheavals of the 
seven-month Iraqi occupation. 

But Kuwait’s newly-elected 
parliament has started reviewing 


all the legislation passed since 
19S6, when the last parliament 
was dissolved. 

Under the 20-year bond 
scheme, future Kuwaiti genera- 
tions will have to pay in interest a 
sum equivalent to the total cur- 
rent bad debts. Sheikh Mutairi 
said. 

He said other measures could 
have been implemented before 
offering the bonds, including 
more vigorous chasing up of debt. 

The present arrangements 
mean the banks continue to man- 
age their debt portolios. but as 
they bold the government bonds 
they have little incentive to recov- 
er the loans. 

Sheikh Mutairi said the com- 
mittee could ask Kuwait's assem- 
bly to vote on a proposal to 
rescind the law. 

“(But) I don’t think this will 
happen," he said. 
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6 ) PALESTINIAN TRADING CO. 
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TRY & TRADING CO. (RITCO) 
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World News 


NATO agrees to U.N. request 
for Yugoslavia action plan 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — The 
United Nations has asked NATO 
to help plan further military ac- 
tion in former Yugoslavia and the 
alliance has agreed, NATO 
sources said Tuesday. 

They said the planning would 
include enforcement of a no-fly 
zone over Bosnia. 

The sources told Reuters that 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali made the request in a letter 
to NATO Secretary- General 
Manfred Woemer. with growing 
signs that the West may be ready 
to take stiffer measures in the 
conflict. 

As a result, ambassadors from 
the 16 North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) members 
— including the United States, 
France and Britain — agreed to 
start formal military planning for 
the first time at a meeting Mon- 
day, the sources said. 

“We have the green light from 
the U.N. we wanted." said one 
source, NATO has said it would 
be ready to take further action Co 
try and stop the killing in former 
Yugoslavia or prevent the spread 
of the conflict only if the U.N. 
asked for help first. 

t 

NATO's military had already # 
begun informal planning in three 
areas: How to use aircraft to 
enforce the U.N. ban on military 
flights over Bosnia, creating "safe 
havens” for civilians and prevent- 
ing the war spreading to areas 
like Macedonia and Kosovo. 

The latest move means that the 
alliance can now draw up formal 
plans. A new U.N. resolution 
would be needed before they 
could be implemented. 

The plans so far do not include 
sending in large numbers of com- 
bat troops to try and end the 
fighting, something most Western 
allies say would be impossible 
and costly in lives. 

Mr. Woemer said last week the 


alliance would do “what is neces- 
sary” if the United Nations 
ordered action. 

Although NATO would not act 
unilaterally, its members would 
have the main responsibility for 
action under the U.N. umbrella. 

The United States, Britain and 
France all sit on the U.N. perma- 
nent Security Council. 

Those countries and others are 
considering a resolution to use 
military force against Serbian 
helicopters and aircraft violating 
the no-fly zone over Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, possibly including 
the right to attack air bases. 

A final decision is unlikely until 
after the Dec. 20 presidential 
elections in Serbia. Milan Panic, 
a moderate, is running against 
Slobodan Milosevic, whose poli- 
cies are widely blamed for the 
bloodshed in Croatia and Bosnia. 

Meanwhile, houses burned 
through the night on a Serb- 
controlled hillside south of the 
destroyed parliament building in 
Sarajevo after a ferocious ex- 
change of shelling just before 
midnight. 

The shelling, the heaviest in 
central Sarajevo for several days, 
was concentrated on the Serb- 
held old Jewish Cemetery and 
consisted mainly of mortar fire. 

It was followed by further flur- 
ries of Mortar, machinegun and 
automatic weapons fire. 

Radio Bosnia, lacking tele- 
phone communications with the 
rest of the republic, gave no 
morning military report. 

The U.N. Protection Force 
(UN PRO FOR) said Sarajevo 
was without power after Bosnian 
fire destroyed a sub-station in 
Serb-held flidza. 

A main water pumping station 
had also been put out of action, 
leaving most of the city without 
water. 

UNPROFOR said that even if 


water was flowing, there was no 
chlorine to treat ,it« Chlorine 
stocks may be replenished if the 
relief airlift restarts Tuesday. 

The leader of Bosnian Serbs 
has said that his self-styled parlia- 
ment would meet this week to 
declare an end to the war in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. He said he 
hoped fighting would end before 
the new year. 

Radovan Karadzic appeared to 
be seeking to ease pressure on 
Bosnian Serbs. 

Top Western officials meeting 
in several European venues this 
week are again considering possi- 
ble military intervention in .Bos- 
nia, and Serbia's nationalist presi- 
dent, Slobodan Milosevic, faces 
an electoral challenge Sunday 
from a moderate who seeks 
peace. 

U.S. Secretary of State Lawr- 
ence Eagleburger Monday urged 
Europe and the former Soviet 
republics to identify Serb “per- 
petrators of crimes against 
humanity” and make sure they 
are tried as war criminals. 

The Dutch government has 
offered to send air force planes to 
Bosnia, becoming the strongest 
European backer of military in- 
tervention there. 

“We’ve made it dear that, if 
asked by our international part- 
ners, we’re prepared to send 10 F 
16s to enforce a no-fly zone” over 
Bosnia once a U.N. resolution 
authorising force is approved. 
Defence Ministry spokesman 
Hendrik Schoenau said Monday 
in the Hague. 

Bosnian Serbs have flown more 
than 225 military missions since 
an air cap was imposed by the 
U.N. Security Council in October 
to protect the Muslims. 

At the United Nations in New 
York. Ambassador Jean Bernard 
■ Merimee of France said Monday 
his government was drafting a 
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Van Den Broek to take EC post 

THE HAGUE (R) — Foreign Minister Hans Van Den Broek of 
the Netherlands will succeed his fellow-countryman Frans 
Andriessen as Dutch European Commissioner with effect from 
Jan. 2, the Foreign Ministry said Tuesday. “He will succeed 
Andriessen as a member of the European Commission, but this 
does not mean that he will take the same post as external affairs 
commissioner," a Dutch Foreign Ministry spokesman said. Mr. 
Andriessen is the longest-serving member of the European 
Community's Executive Commission and the second most power- 
ful man in Brussels after Commission President Jacques Delors. 
The Dutch Foreign Ministry said Mr. Andriessen had asked not to 
be. reappointed. “The government respects his decision and 
expresses its gratitude for bis considerable services as Dutch 
member of the Commission," the Netherlands said in a state- 
ment. Mr. Van Den Broek, a Christian Democrat who became 
foreign minister in 1982, is the longest serving member of Dutch 
Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers' cabinet. 

I 

Vietnam praises U.S. embargo move 

HANOI (R) — Vietnam said Tuesday a U.S. decision to ease its 
economic embargo was an encouraging move towards normalising 
relations but urged Washington to do more. The United States, in 
its biggest gesture towards Hanoi since the Vietnam War ended in 
1975, announced Monday that U.S. firms could now open offices 
in Vietnam, hire staff and sign contracts that would take effect if 
and when the embargo was lifted. “This is an active step towards 
the normalisation of relations between Vietnam and the United 
States. However, Vietnamese companies find it difficult to really 
expand relations with U.S. companies if contracts they sign... do 
not take immediate effect," the Hanoi Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement. “Vietnam hopes the U.S. government will take further 
steps to create conditions for American companies to move truly 
into the Vietnamese market. That would not only benefit U.S. 
companies, but would also be in the interest of the people of both 
countries." 

Panic gets boost in Serbian election 

BELGRADE (R) — The influential president of Yugoslavia has 
given his public backing to moderate Milan Panic in the race for 
president of Serbia, adding new impetus to the campaign of die 
Yugoslav-born U.S. millionaire. The strong endorsement by 
President Dobrica Cosic, a highly-regarded writer, added spice to 
what promises to be a tight election Sunday between Mr. Panic, 
currently Yugoslav premier, and hardline nationalist Slobodan 
Milosevic. “Each candidate... who in principle accepts by 
programme and goals can count on my support and cooperation;” 
be said, naming Mr. Panic but not Mr. Milosevic. Last -month Mr. 
Cosic delivered a sharp attack on Mr. Milosevic, saying the 
differences between them were too wide to overcome. 

700 drowned in Indonesia tidal wave 

MAUMERE, Indonesia (R) — About 700 inhabitants of a small 
island were washed away by a huge tidal wave that hit eastern 
Indonesia after an earthquake, a local government spokesman 
said Tuesday. The spokesman said the 700 had been washed away 
from BaW Island Saturday in a tidal wave triggered by the 
earthquake, which measured 6.8 on the Richter Scale. “We have 
not recovered all the bodies,’’ he said, adding that the island's 
total population was around 900. The government Monday put 
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the death toll from the earthquake at nearly 1.600. but it was not 
clear if the figure included the dead in Babi as well as victims in 
the larger island of Flores. 

Georgia denies downing helicopter 

MOSCOW (R) — Georgia denied Tuesday that it had shot down 
a relief helicopter cairying more than 30 women and children 
evacuees from Georgia's breakaway Abkhazia region, Interfax 
News Agency said. The Russian Defence Ministry issued a formal 
protest, saying Georgian forces brought down the helicopter 
Monday using a surface-to-air missile. The craft burst into flames 
and crashed into a mountainside, killing all on board. Interfax 
quoted the Georgian military command as saying its forces could 
not be blamed because the area in question “was under the full 
control of the Akbhaz armed formations and is out of bounds for 
the Georgian side.” Hundreds of people have been killed in 
Abkhazia since Georgia moved troops into rebel region in August 
after the local parliament demanded more sovereignty. Russian 
troops deployed in the region have been accused more than once 
by Tbilisi of siding with Abkhazians in the conflict. Moscow has 
rejected such accusations. 


U.S. Judge acquits Mexican doctor 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A doctor whose kidnapping by 
U.S.-paid bounty hunters in Mexico raised tensions between the 
countries was declared innocent Monday in the torture and 
murder of a federal drug agent. But Dr. Humberto Alvarez 
Machain remained in prison. While the government appealed the 
acquittal and sought to keep him from leaving the country. U.S. 
District Judge Edward Rafeedie acquitted Dr. Alvarez after the 
prosecution rested its case against him. The judge told prosecu- 
tors: “There has to be stronger evidence than you have offered to 
find that a man is guilty of kidnapping, murder and torture." Dr. 
Alvarez, 45, grew red- faced as the judge announced bis decision. 
His eyes filled with tears and he stood op as his attorney, Alan 
Rubin, leaped to his feet and embraced him. 

China completes biggest army reshuffle 

PEKING (R) — China has completed its most sweeping reshuffle 
of army commanders since the Communist state was founded in 
1949, boosting the power of Communist Party chief Jiang Zemin, 
a Peking controlled newspaper said Tuesday. “This reshuffle of 
senior military officials was the biggest since the founding of the 
nation in terms of its large scale, the number of personnel 
involved and its broad extent," the Hong Kong-based Wen Wei 
Po said. The newspaper, which is often used by China's leadership 
to release sensitive information, said the changes took place from 
■ the middle of October to the end of last month. There has been no 
similar announcement in the official, press inside China, but the 
report confirmed accounts by Chinese sources with military 
connections and Western diplomats. The sources said the purge in 
the army's top ranks was directly linked to the fall from grace of 
Yapg Baibing,' the younger half-brother of President Yang 
Shangkun and until recently one of China’s most powerful 
generals. Yang Baibing was unceremoniously dropped from his 
top military positions during the Communist Party’s 14th congress 
in October, gaining in return a seat — but little influence — on 
the 20-man politburo. 


Alert in Los Angeles after disturbance 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Police were placed on alert citywide 
Monday evening after rocks and bottles were thrown by people in 
a crowd at an intersection that was a flashpoint of the spring riots. 
Community activists had handed out fliers at the intersection of 
Florence and Normandie Avenues in the city's south central 
section in support of four men jailed for the beating of trucker 
Reginald Denny at the rite. After the organisers left at about 3:30 
p.m., some of about 50 people who had gathered for the 
demonstration became unruly, said Lt. John Dunldn, a Los 
Angeles Police Department spokesman. He said some people 
blocked traffic, and a few rocks and bottles were thrown. Officers 
in riot gear responded to the disturbance. Lt. Dun kin said six 
people were arrested. No injuries were reported. Police initially 
declared a tactical alert in the department's South Bureau, 
cordoning off a four block area around the Florence Normandie 
Intersection and closing off access to and from a freeway, Lt. 
Dunkin said. 


resolution for enforcing the no-fly 
zone and that it would be pre- 
sented to the Security Council. 

In Bonn. German cabinet 
member Christian Schwarz- 
Schilling, the post and telecom- 
munications minister, expressed 
shame Monday over his govern- 
ment's failure to intercede in the 
conflict and announced his res- 
ignation. 

Mr. Karadzic told reporters in 
Belgrade, the Serb and Yugoslav 
capital, that the assembly of his 
self-proclaimed Serb republic 
would meet Thursday “to adopt a 
declaration on ending the war.”. 

The declaration would embody 
Serbs' “unilateral rejection of ail 
military solutions of this crisis” 
and he hoped “this was a good 
opportunity to end this war be- 
fore the new year.” he said. 

It would be “like a boxer pull- 
ing off his gloves and telling the 
referee ‘no more',” Mr. Karadzic 
said. 

“If the other boxer then 
attacks, then he is the aggressor," 
he said. 

In a separate development, 
more than 1,000 prisoners were 
freed from the Serb-controlled 
Manjaca detention camp in west- 
ern Bosnia Monday and handed 
over to International Red Cross 
officials near the Croatian town 
of Novska. 

It was the first step in a plan by 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) to evacu- 
ate 3.000 prisoners from Manjaca 
and close the camp by the end of 
the week. 

Eight prisoners, two of them 
on hospital trolleys, were taken 
to a hospital in Zagreb im- 
mediately on arrival. 

The prisoners, some of whom 
looked as if they were still in their 
teens, said their treatment had 
improved after the ICRC started 
visiting the camp regularly last 
August. 
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CSCE edges towards compromise 
on Yugoslavia; seeks wider role 


STOCKHOLM (R) — The Con- 
ference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (CSCE) edged 
towards compromise over the war 
in Yugoslavia Tuesday as the 
51-nation body struggled for a 
wider role after the cold war. 

“I think we shall have a com- 
promise,” Bosnian Foreign 
Minister Haris Silajdzic told re- 
porters after diplomats said he 
had threatened to veto a CSCE 
statement on the conflict unless it 
reflected his demands. 

Sarajevo had demanded that 
the statement, to be issued at the 
end of two-day talks by foreign 
ministers, call for a lifting of a 
U.N. arms embargo which the 
Muslim say is strangling their 
attempts to resist better-armed 
Serb forces. 

“I think it (the statement) will 
call for our basic requirements.” 
Mr. Silajdzic said. But he de- 
clined to confirm that it would 
specifically urge the lifting of the 
embargo. 

Lord Owen, co-chairman of 
the international conference on 
Yugoslavia, has urged ministers 
to keep the ban, saying Russian 
weapons could flood into Serb 
hands if it was lifted. 

Ministers, trying to give the 
CSCE a wider role in ending 
disputes, have also been divided 


on whether to recommend 
tougher action to enforce a no- 
fly zone over Bosnia, which has 
been violated by Serbian helicop- 
ters. 

The CSCE, comprising all 
states of Europe, the former 
Soviet Union and North Amer- 
ica, is also struggling to shake off 
its unwieldy image by setting up a 
peace conference on the disputed 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
but delegates reported deadlock. 

“There has been no progress," 
said David Sbahnazarian. a mem- 
ber of the Armenian delegation. 
More than 2,500 people have 
died m Nagorno-Karabakh since 
1988. The enclave is formally part 
of Azerbaijan but is populated by 
Armenians. 

In one move hailed as a major 
step forward in the CSCE’s 
peacemaking powers, 29 of the 
countries signed a “Stockholm 
convention" setting up a court in 
Geneva to rule on disputes be- 
tween nations. 

The court will only make bind- 
ing rulings on countries which 
have accepted its jurisdiction. 
Britain and the United States 
were among CSCE states which 
declined to sign, reckoning the 
new court might infringe their 
sovereignty. 

The peace of the signing cere- 


mony, in which ministers rose 
from their seats round the eight- 
sided conference table and signed 
the accord, contrasted with 
scenes of shocked bewilderment 
in the flag-draped hall Monday. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev had plunged the 
meeting into confusion by de- 
livering first a hardline speech full 
of cold war rhetoric, then cancell- 
ing his remarks only 45 minutes 
later. 7 

Russian aides said Mr. Kozyrev 
was trying “shock diplomacy” to 
bring borne the chilling implica- 
tions to the West if Russia's 
reformist President Boris Yeltsin 
■ lost a power straggle .to conserva- 
tives in the Kremlin. 

Ministers are also due to agree 
to send a six-strong team of moni- 
tors to Estonia to oversee rela- 
tions between the Russian minor- 
ity and Estonians and to step up 
peace efforts in Georgia. 

The ministers were also close 
to approving a plan to raise the 
number of observers in former 
Yugoslavia, most of them in 
Kosovo province near the Alba- 
nian border. 

The CSCE is due to appoint former 
Dutch Foreign Minister Max Van Der 
Sloe! to the new post of high commis- 
sioner on national minorities, with 
the aim of heading off ethnic disputes 
before they spill over into violence. 


Yeltsin says his reforms are safe 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin sought to reassure 
the world Tuesday that his re- 
forms were still on course as 
radical ministers decided whether 
to stay on under a more conserva- 
tive prime minister. 

At a Kremlin meeting with 
visiting German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, the Russian president 
expressed confidence in New 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. 

“We have worked with him for 
a long time and I am sure there 
will be no backtracking on reform 
under him," Mr. Yeltsin told Mr. 
Kohl, who represents the main 
investor in Russia's market re- 
volution. 

Mr. CbernoymyTdm.n, a former 
Communist Party apparatchik 
who served as energy minister in 
the last government, was also 
present and stressed his own re- 
formist credentials. 

“I am not only committed to 
the reforms, but I even took part 
in drawing them up,” be said. 

He asked for German help in 
pushing through the govern- 
ment's sweeping privatisation 
programme, a German spokes- 
man said. 

The fall Monday of acting 
Prime Minister Yegor Gaidar, 
architect and symbol of Russia's 
bold reform programme, alarmed 
foreign governments keen to see 
Moscow, drawn doser to the 
West through free- market econo- 
mics. 

Russian radicals bewailed the 
change as a disaster for reform 
and portrayed Mr. Chernomyrdin 
as a technocrat dose to the 
powerful lobby of old-school in- 
dustrial managers. 

A key factor in Western confi- 


dence, investment and loans 
could be whether other reformist 
mhristeis stay on in office. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin asked the 
rest of Mr. Gaidar’s young 
cabinet to stay on, at least tem- 
porarily, saying he wanted to 
keep much of the team intact. 

A government source said 
Monday Mr. Gaidar's key econo- 
mic ministers — Andrei 
Nechayev (economy), Pyotr 
Aven (foreign trade), Anatoly 
Chubais (privatisation) and Hist 
Deputy Prime Minister Alexan- 
der Shokhin — planned to resign 
Tuesday. 

They were not immediately 
available to say whether they 
would change their minds after 
Mr. Chernomyrdin's appeal. But 
Mr. Sbokhin and Mr. Nechayev 
were both present at Mr. Yelt- 
sin's meeting with Mj. Kohl and 
the top German economic minis- 
ters, TASS said. 

Mr. Gaidar, who has steered 
Russia along a controversial fast- 
track course to the market for the 
past year, resigned but told re- 
porters he .would press some of 
his team to stay on. 

Western governments are also 
concerned at the apparent loss of 
power by Mr. Yeltsin that Mr. 
Gaidar’s fall represented. 

Mr. Yeltsin put forward Mr. 
Chernomyrdin's name at the 
CongrSSr of People’s Deputies 
Monday after failing for the 
second time to win the supreme 
legislature’s approval for Mr. 
Gaidar. 

Mr. Yeltsin pot a brave face on 
his defeat Tuesday. “The main 
result was that we managed to 
maintain our reform course, de- 
spite great pressure from the con- 
servative wing, not to allow a split 
between the two branches of 


power," he told Mr. Kohl. 

“Of course both congress and 
the president were obliged to 
make certain compromises, but in 
politics that is an ordinary occurr- 
ence,” TASS quoted him as 
saying. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Mikhail Gor- 
bachev accused President Yeltsin 
Tuesday of mishandling a battle 
with Russia's supreme parliament 
but said the exit of his chief 
reformer need not ring alarm 
bells in the West. 

Mr. Gorbachev said Mr. Yel- 
tsin, the bitter personal rival who 
dislodged him from the Kremlin a 
year ago, had mistakenly tried to 
bludgeon congress into submis- 
sion during a bitter power strug- 
gle which unfolded last week. 

“It's a lesson for Yeltsin.” Mr. 
Gorbachev told reporters at a 
conference organised by tire poli- 
tical think-tank he now heads. 

“I think the president has a lot 
to understand — and he must 
understand, if he wants to act 
effectively as president.. .Even 
this time he couldn't restrain him- 
self from launching an attack on 
the congress, waving a dub in the 
air.” 

Mr. Gorbachev said the West 
should not be alarmed by the exit 
of Mr. Gaidar and the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Chernomyrdin as 
premier. 

“They’re wrong to fall into this 
panic. They always link things in 
Russia with one personality. 
'They should look at policy.” he 
.said. 

The former Kremlin leader 
said Russia might need to take “a 
step backwards here and there in 
order to move forward confident- 
ly,” but there could be no retreat 
from the main thrust of democra- 
tic and market reform. 


Italy’s fascists, protest parties benefit 
from voters’ anti- government anger 


ROME (AP) — Protest parties 
scored huge gains in local elec- 
tions Monday as furious voters 
punished the ruling Socialists and 
Christian Democrats for corrup- 
tion and austerity measures. 

The Northern League, which is 
demanding autonomy from 
Rome for the affluent north, won 
control of two northern cities and 
took 14.5 per cent of the vote 
nationwide — more than triple its 
4.5 per cent of the vote in the last 
round of municipal elections. 

Voters were choosing govern- 


ments for a province and 55 cities 
throughout Italy. Nearly 1 million 
people were eligible to vote. 

The voting Sunday and Mon- 
day was the first local elections 
since the Northern League stun- 
ned the government in April by 
taking 9 per cent of the vote in 
parliament elections. 

“It is a great victory that will 
have a political impact even on 
the national level." said Northern 
League leader Umberto Bossi. 

“The traditional parties, in- 
volved in the corruption scandal. 


no longer have any legitimacy 
^ this puts up for discussion the 
possibility of early general elec- 
tions." 

In the northern city of Varese, 
the party won 37 per cent of the 
vote, and 32 per cent in the city of 
Monza, virtually guaranteeing it 
will head the new city govern- 
ments. 

The neo-fascist Italian Social 
Movement cashed in on voters’ 
anger in the south, surpassing the 
long-dominant Christian Demo- 
crats in Reggio Di Calabria. ‘ 
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